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Rabbi Hayyim Angel
To our members and friends,

Our Campus Fellows throughout North America and Canada continue to develop
meaningful programming that brings together a wide variety of Jewish students to
discuss issues of relevance under the banner of our Institute. Please read about
the many and diverse programs they are running and leading!

Rabbi Hayyim Angel

National Scholar, Institute for Jewish Ideas and Ideals

Marc Generowicz and Sarah Pincus, Binghamton

We hosted a discussion of the blessing, “ShelLo Asani Isha” after reading Rabbi
Avi Weiss’s piece on it.

Yael Jaffe, Brandeis

The Joy of Text LIVE went extremely well! It was a successful co-sponsorship
between the Brandeis Orthodox Organization (BOO) and the Jewish Feminist
Association of Brandeis (JFAB), which affirmed BOQ's willingness to collaborate on
and invest in compelling feminist content.

In addition, | have continued coordinating Senior Mishmars, which has involved a
great deal of helping individual seniors think through and prepare their
shiur/speech. It has been extremely rewarding to see these students empowered
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to speak before an audience of their peers, imparting words of Torah and
personal advice in the environment of the beit midrash.

Finally, | worked with the BOO education coordinator, Shira Levie, to organize a
shiur from Rabbi Daniel Reifman from Drisha. | have also assisted with the
planning of the YCT/Maharat Meorot Fellowship occurring at Brandeis as well.

Albert Kohn, Columbia University

| am organizing an event with Professors Yonatan Brafman and Suzanne Stone
about how we use traditional Jewish texts to discuss modern political questions. In
a few weeks, | am hoping to recreate an event | did last year before my Purim
Seudah in which we discuss the place of drinking in a religious context.

Rebecca Jackson, Cornell

| am planning a women'’s Purim experience with a women'’s tefillah and Megillah
reading, divrei Torah from women in the community and a matanot la-evyonim
project for the local women'’s shelter. Beyond this, | plan to continue to run
Shabbat afternoon learning events (philosophy shiur on Levinas) and help
facilitate participation in a new JLIC women'’s learning and current events weekly
event.

Corey Gold, Harvard

Much of the funding this semester went toward funding an off-campus Shabbaton
for Orthodox undergrads we just had this weekend. This was a unique opportunity
for just the Orthodox undergraduates to spend quality time together. There were
many opportunities for communal reflection and the sharing of divrei Torah, and
Rav Dani led a text study on Shabbat afternoon.

We’'re planning more programming for the rest of the semester, of course -
continuing learning programs that we began last semester like “Lunch with Rav
Moshe” (lunch and learns as Rav Dani give shiurim on Rav Moshe Feinstein
tshuvot), semi-weekly mishmars, onegs, etc.



Ezra Newman, Harvard Law School

We're running a similar slate of programming as last semester - 6 “lunch and
learn” style learning discussions given by students at the law school. We’'ve
already had 1 this semester, given by Jesse Lempel, titled “The Ten
Commandments and #MeToo”. The next one will be this coming Thursday - topic
TBD (though presumably something related to Purim).

Eitan Zecher and Tova Rosenthal, University of Maryland

Our next program this semester is going to be a University of Maryland Sermon
Slam. This is an art and slam poetry event with a Judaic theme. We have had this
program the last two years and experienced great success with around 120
people showing up each time! We are still working on choosing a theme and date
and when we do | will make sure to e-mail that information over to you.

Zachary Tankel, McGill University

We have continued our Thursday Night Torah program, and this coming Thursday,
we'll be holding it in a new community for the first time. Additionally, we're
planning a few Shabbatons this semester, the first of which is happening this
Shabbat. Atop of all that, we're also planning to start holding some lunch n learns.
I'll keep you updated on everything that happens!

Sigal Spitzer, University of Pennsylvania

One program | am planning is with Rav Itamar Rosensweig. Lunch shiurim worked
very well last semester so we are planning to cater a lunch and have 10-15
students come and learn. He wants to do it before Pesach so | will keep you
posted!

Devora Chait, Queens College

We have held our third Pop-Up Mishmar, where we have two students each give a
ten-minute mini-shiur followed by a discussion. Usually we discuss an article, but



this time our conversation centered around Torah learning at Queens College:
what we have now, what more we are looking for, and what we hope to build. In
light of that discussion, we are preparing to launch a weekly Thursday Parsha
chabura at a different student apartment each week, where students learn the
parsha in advance and gather to discuss their questions and thoughts. The idea is
to create a Torah-learning community, not necessarily one with polished answers
or messages but rather one where students can be invested in their own Torah
learning with each other. We are also set to run at least one more Pop-Up
Mishmar this semester, but potentially we will run two or three more.

Raffi Levi and Benjamin Nechmad, Rutgers

We ran an event with Rutgers poetry professor Yehoshua November on Tuesday
February 13th. Professor November read selections from his two volumes of
poetry, God’s Optimism (a finalist for the L.A. Times Book Prize) and Two Worlds
Exist (a finalist for the National Jewish Book Award and the Paterson Poetry Prize).
November also shared some of the experiences and teachings that inspired him
to choose a life rooted in the unlikely combination of contemporary poetry and
Orthodox Judaism.

Asher Naghi, UCLA

We hosted Rabbi Menachem Leibtag for our mishmar program and hope to bring
Rabbi Yitzchak Etshalom to speak about the Megillah in the next couple of weeks.
We also hope to soon host a number of student taught mishmars in the near
future.

Rachel Rolnick, Yale Law School

We have been running a Shabbat dinner & dialogue series, where Professors host
students for Shabbat dinner, and we discuss Judaism and Jewish life at the law
school. We will be hosting a Lunch & Learn seminar on law and Judaism later in
the semester, as well as a lecture on the Bill of Rights and Religious practices.



