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Reb Zalman Schachter-Shalomi, born in Poland in 1924, arrived in New York in
1941 when his family fled Nazi Europe. He studied in New York and was ordained
by the Lubavich Hassidic yeshiva. As he pursued his studies in psychology,
religion and spirituality, he broke away from Lubavich and ultimately became the
father of the Jewish Renewal movement. He is one of the most unusual figures in
contemporary religious life. Although he could not be described as a centrist
Orthodox Jew, he has maintained an ongoing dialogue with Rabbi Marc Angel,
Director of the Institute for Jewish Ideas and Ideals. During one of their recent
conversations, Rabbi Angel invited Reb Zalman to share his thoughts and
concerns about the spiritual life of modern Orthodoxy. This article is Reb Zalman's
letter of reply to Rabbi Angel, to be shared with the Institute's constituency. You
are invited to comment on this article by emailing Rabbi Angel at
mdangel@jewishideas.org
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