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1. Joshua 1:1-3, 10-11
LAfter the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of
Nun, Moses’ attendant: >“My servant Moses is dead. Prepare to cross the Jordan,
together with all this people, into the land that | am giving to the Israelites. 3Every
spot on which your foot treads | give to you, as | promised Moses...

19Joshua thereupon gave orders to the officials of the people: *“Go through
the camp and charge the people thus: Get provisions ready, for in three days’ time
you are to cross the Jordan, in order to enter and possess the land that the LORD
your God is giving you as a possession.”
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2. Joshua 3:2-3
’Three days later, the officials went through the camp 3and charged the people as
follows: “When you see the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD your God being

borne by the levitical priests, you shall move forward. Follow it...
2-2:) YOI

NN DININD IINRY DYN NN NP () :MINKD 272 DAIVVYN 112YN DI NYOHY NEPR >N (3)

: PINN DPOYD DINIPHN WOR DAN) NN DXV DY 0NN DIFI-N N 172 PIN
3. Joshua 2:16, 22-23
18She said to them, “Make for the hills, so that the pursuers may not come upon you.
Stay there in hiding three days, until the pursuers return; then go your way.”...??They
went straight to the hills and stayed there three days, until the pursuers turned back.
And so the pursuers, searching all along the road, did not find them. 2Then the two
men came down again from the hills and crossed over. They came to Joshua son of
Nun and reported to him all that had happened to them.
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4. Joshua 8:30-35

30At that time Joshua built an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, on Mount Ebal,
3las Moses, the servant of the LORD, had commanded the Israelites—as is written
in the Book of the Teaching of Moses—an altar of unhewn stone upon which no
iron had been wielded. They offered on it burnt offerings to the LORD, and brought
sacrifices of well-being. 3And there, on the stones, he inscribed a copy of the
Teaching that Moses had written for the Israelites. 33All Israel—stranger and
citizen alike—with their elders, officials, and magistrates, stood on either side of
the Ark, facing the levitical priests who carried the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant.
Half of them faced Mount Gerizim and half of them faced Mount Ebal, as Moses
the servant of the LORD had commanded them of old, in order to bless the people
of Israel. **After that, he read all the words of the Teaching, the blessing and the
curse, just as is written in the Book of the Teaching. **There was not a word of all
that Moses had commanded that Joshua failed to read in the presence of the entire
assembly of lIsrael, including the women and children and the strangers who
accompanied them.
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5. Devarim 27:2-4

2 As soon as (be-yom) you have crossed the Jordan into the land that the LORD
your God is giving you, you shall set up large stones. Coat them with plaster *and
inscribe upon them all the words of this Teaching...*upon crossing the Jordan, you
shall set up these stones, about which | charge you this day, on Mount Ebal, and
coat them with plaster.
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6. Joshua 23:1-6, 14-17

Much later, after the LORD had given Israel rest from all the enemies around
them, and when Joshua was old and well advanced in years, 2Joshua
summoned all Israel, their elders and commanders, their magistrates and
officials, and said to them: “I have grown old and am advanced in years. *You
have seen all that the LORD your God has done to all those nations on your
account, for it was the LORD your God who fought for you. “See, | have
allotted to you, by your tribes, [the territory of] these nations that still remain,
and that of all the nations that | have destroyed, from the Jordan to the
Mediterranean Sea in the west. °The LORD your God Himself will thrust them
out on your account and drive them out to make way for you, and you shall
possess their land as the LORD your God promised you. ®But be most resolute
to observe faithfully all that is written in the Book of the Teaching of Moses,
without ever deviating from it to the right or to the left.

14“] am now going the way of all the earth. Acknowledge with all your
heart and soul that not one of the good things that the LORD your God
promised you has failed to happen; they have all come true for you, not a
single one has failed. °But just as every good thing that the LORD your God
promised you has been fulfilled for you, so the LORD can bring upon you every
evil thing until He has wiped you off this good land that the LORD your God
has given you. 1f you break the covenant that the LORD your God enjoined
upon you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them, then the
LORD’s anger will burn against you, and you shall quickly perish from the
good land that He has given you.”
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7. Joshua 24:1-4, 14-15; 25-26

1Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Schechem. He summoned Israel’s
elders and commanders, magistrates and officers; and they presented themselves
before God. ?Then Joshua said to all the people, “Thus said the LORD, the God of
Israel: In olden times, your forefathers—Terah, father of Abraham and father of
Nahor—Ilived beyond the Euphrates and worshiped other gods. 3But | took your
father Abraham from beyond the Euphrates and led him through the whole land of
Canaan and multiplied his offspring. | gave him Isaac, “and to Isaac | gave Jacob




and Esau. | gave Esau the hill country of Seir as his possession, while Jacob and
his children went down to Egypt...

14Now, therefore, revere the Lord and serve Him with undivided loyalty; put
away the gods that your forefathers served beyond the Euphrates and in Egypt, and
serve the Lord. **Or, if you are loath to serve the LORD, choose this day which
ones you are going to serve—the gods that your forefathers served beyond the
Euphrates, or those of the Amorites in whose land you are settled; but | and my
household will serve the LORD.”...

250n that day at Shechem, Joshua made a covenant for the people and he made
a fixed rule for them. 26Joshua recorded all this in a book of divine instruction. He
took a great stone and set it up at the foot of the oak in the sacred precinct of the

LORD.
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8. Rashi on Joshua 24:22

Joshua foresaw that they would rebel in the days of Ezekiel and say, “We will be
like the nations” (Ezek. 20:32). Therefore, he made it more difficult now. In this
vein, he answered them in the days of Ezekiel, “And what you have in mind shall
never come to pass.... As I live—declares the Lord God—I will reign over you
with a strong hand...” (Ezek. 20:32-33). You already accepted [the covenant]
upon yourselves in the days of Joshua. And you may not say, “We accepted the
covenant in the days of Moses only so that we could enter the Land.” In the days
of Joshua you had already entered and you [nevertheless] accepted.
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