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1. Judges chapter 1 
1After the death of Joshua, the Israelites inquired of the LORD, “Which of us shall be the 

first to go up against the Canaanites and attack them?” 2The LORD replied, “Let [the tribe 

of] Judah go up. I now deliver the land into their hands”… 8The Judites attacked 

Jerusalem and captured it; they put it to the sword and set the city on fire…21The 

Benjaminites did not dispossess the Jebusite inhabitants of Jerusalem; so the Jebusites 

have dwelt with the Benjaminites in Jerusalem to this day. 
22The House of Joseph, for their part, advanced against Bethel, and the LORD was 

with them…27Manasseh did not dispossess [the inhabitants of] Beth-shean and its 

dependencies, or [of] Taanach and its dependencies, or the inhabitants of Dor and its 

dependencies, or the inhabitants of Ibleam and its dependencies, or the inhabitants of 

Megiddo and its dependencies. The Canaanites persisted in dwelling in this region. 28And 

when Israel gained the upper hand, they subjected the Canaanites to forced labor; but 

they did not dispossess them. 29Nor did Ephraim dispossess the Canaanites who inhabited 

Gezer; so the Canaanites dwelt in their midst at Gezer. 30Zebulun did not dispossess the 

inhabitants of Kitron or the inhabitants of Nahalol; so the Canaanites dwelt in their midst, 

but they were subjected to forced labor... 

 שופטים פרק א
עַ  מוֹת אַחֲרֵי וַיְהִי( א) ( ב) :בוֹ  לְהִלָחֶם בַתְחִלָה אֶל־הַכְנַעֲנִי יַעֲלֶה־לָנוּ מִי לֵאמֹר' בַה יִשְרָאֵל בְנֵי וַיִשְאֲלוּ יְהוֹשֻׁ

ם בְנֵי־יְהוּדָה וַיִלָחֲמוּ( ח)...:בְיָדוֹ  אֶת־הָאָרֶץ נָתַתִי הִנֵה יַעֲלֶה יְהוּדָה' ה וַיֹאמֶר  וַיַכוּהָ  אוֹתָהּ וַיִלְכְדוּ בִירוּשָלִַ
ם יֹשֵב וְאֶת־הַיְבוּסִי( כא)...:בָאֵש שִלְחוּ וְאֶת־הָעִיר לְפִי־חָרֶב  הַיְבוּסִי וַיֵשֶב בִנְיָמִן בְנֵי הוֹרִישוּ לֹא יְרוּשָלִַ

ם בִנְיָמִן אֶת־בְנֵי  : הַזֶה הַיוֹם עַד בִירוּשָלִַ
 וְאֶת־בְנוֹתֶיהָ  אֶת־בֵית־שְאָן מְנַשֶה וְלֹא־הוֹרִיש( כז)...:עִמָם' וַה בֵית־אֵל גַם־הֵם בֵית־יוֹסֵף וַיַעֲלוּ( כב)

 וְאֶת־יוֹשְבֵי וְאֶת־בְנֹתֶיהָ  יִבְלְעָם וְאֶת־יוֹשְבֵי בְנוֹתֶיהָ  וְאֶת־ דוֹר יוֹשְבֵי< ישב>וְאֶת־ וְאֶת־בְנֹתֶיהָ  וְאֶת־תַעְנַךְ
 לָמַס אֶת־הַכְנַעֲנִי וַיָשֶם יִשְרָאֵל כִי־חָזַק וַיְהִי( כח) :הַזֹאת בָאָרֶץ לָשֶבֶת הַכְנַעֲנִי וַיוֹאֶל וְאֶת־בְנוֹתֶיהָ  מְגִדּוֹ 

( ל: )בְגָזֶר בְקִרְבוֹ  הַכְנַעֲנִי וַיֵשֶב בְגָזֶר הַיוֹשֵב אֶת־הַכְנַעֲנִי הוֹרִיש לֹא יִםוְאֶפְרַ ( כט: )הוֹרִישוֹ  לֹא וְהוֹרֵיש
 ס: לָמַס וַיִהְיוּ בְקִרְבוֹ  הַכְנַעֲנִי וַיֵשֶב נַהֲלֹל וְאֶת־יוֹשְבֵי קִטְרוֹן אֶת־יוֹשְבֵי הוֹרִיש לֹא זְבוּלֻׁן

 

2. Judges chapter 2 
6When Joshua dismissed the people, the Israelites went to their allotted territories and 

took possession of the land. 7The people served the LORD during the lifetime of Joshua 

and the lifetime of the older people who lived on after Joshua and who had witnessed all 

the marvelous deeds that the LORD had wrought for Israel. 8Joshua son of Nun, the 

servant of the LORD, died at the age of one hundred and ten years, 9and was buried on his 



 

own property, at Timnath-heres in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 
10And all that generation were likewise gathered to their fathers. 

Another generation arose after them, which had not experienced [the deliverance of] 

the LORD or the deeds that He had wrought for Israel. 11And the Israelites did what was 

offensive to the LORD. They worshiped the Baalim 12and forsook the LORD, the God of 

their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They followed other gods, 

from among the gods of the peoples around them, and bowed down to them; they 

provoked the LORD... 14Then the LORD was incensed at Israel, and He handed them over 

to foes who plundered them. He surrendered them to their enemies on all sides, and they 

could no longer hold their own against their enemies… 16Then the LORD raised up 

chieftains who delivered them from those who plundered them. 17But they did not heed 

their chieftains either; they went astray after other gods and bowed down to them. They 

were quick to turn aside from the way their fathers had followed in obedience to the 

commandments of the LORD; they did not do right. 18When the LORD raised up chieftains 

for them, the LORD would be with the chieftain and would save them from their enemies 

during the chieftain’s lifetime; for the LORD would be moved to pity by their moanings 

because of those who oppressed and crushed them. 19But when the chieftain died, they 

would again act basely, even more than the preceding generation—following other gods, 

worshiping them, and bowing down to them; they omitted none of their practices and 

stubborn ways. 
  בפרק  שופטים

עַ  וַיְשַלַח( ו)  כֹל' אֶת־ה הָעָם וַיַעַבְדוּ( ז) :אֶת־הָאָרֶץ לָרֶשֶת לְנַחֲלָתוֹ  אִיש בְנֵי־יִשְרָאֵל וַיֵלְכוּ אֶת־הָעָם יְהוֹשֻׁ
עַ  יְמֵי  אֲשֶר הַגָדוֹל' ה כָל־מַעֲשֵה אֵת רָאוּ אֲשֶר יְהוֹשוּעַ  אַחֲרֵי יָמִים הֶאֱרִיכוּ אֲשֶר הַזְקֵנִים יְמֵי וְכֹל יְהוֹשֻׁ

עַ  וַיָמָת( ח) :לְיִשְרָאֵל עָשָה  נַחֲלָתוֹ  בִגְבוּל אוֹתוֹ  וַיִקְבְרוּ( ט) :שָנִים וָעֶשֶר בֶן־מֵאָה' ה עֶבֶד בִן־נוּן יְהוֹשֻׁ
 אַחֵר דּוֹר וַיָקָם אֶל־אֲבוֹתָיו נֶאֶסְפוּ הַהוּא כָל־הַדּוֹר וְגַם( י) :לְהַר־גָעַש מִצְפוֹן אֶפְרָיִם בְהַר בְתִמְנַת־חֶרֶס

 : לְיִשְרָאֵל עָשָה אֲשֶר הַמַעֲשֶה אֶת־ וְגַם' אֶת־ה לֹא־יָדְעוּ אֲשֶר אַחֲרֵיהֶם
 אֲבוֹתָם יקֵ לֹ-אֱ ' אֶת־ה וַיַעַזְבוּ( יב) :אֶת־הַבְעָלִים וַיַעַבְדוּ' ה בְעֵינֵי אֶת־הָרַע בְנֵי־יִשְרָאֵל וַיַעֲשוּ( יא)
 וַיִשְתַחֲווּ סְבִיבוֹתֵיהֶם אֲשֶר הָעַמִים מֵאֱלֹהֵי אֲחֵרִים אֱלֹהִים אַחֲרֵי וַיֵלְכוּ מִצְרַיִם מֵאֶרֶץ אוֹתָם הַמוֹצִיא

 אוֹיְבֵיהֶם בְיַד וַיִמְכְרֵם אוֹתָם וַיָשֹסּוּ בְיַד־שֹסִים וַיִתְנֵם בְיִשְרָאֵל' ה וַיִחַר־אַף( יד)...':אֶת־ה וַיַכְעִסוּ לָהֶם
 וְגַם( יז) :שֹסֵיהֶם מִיַד וַיוֹשִיעוּם שֹפְטִים' ה וַיָקֶם( טז)...:אוֹיְבֵיהֶם לִפְנֵי לַעֲמֹד עוֹד וְלֹא־יָכְלוּ מִסָּבִיב

 אֲבוֹתָם הָלְכוּ אֲשֶר מִן־הַדֶּרֶךְ מַהֵר סָרוּ לָהֶם וַיִשְתַחֲווּ אֲחֵרִים אֱלֹהִים אַחֲרֵי זָנוּ כִי שָמֵעוּ לֹא אֶל־שֹפְטֵיהֶם
 כֹל אֹיְבֵיהֶם מִיַד וְהוֹשִיעָם עִם־הַשֹפֵט' ה וְהָיָה שֹפְטִים לָהֶם' ה וְכִי־הֵקִים( יח) :כֵן לֹא־עָשוּ' מִצְוֹת־ה לִשְמֹעַ 

בוּ הַשוֹפֵט בְמוֹת וְהָיָה( יט) :וְדֹחֲקֵיהֶם לֹחֲצֵיהֶם מִפְנֵי מִנַאֲקָתָם' ה כִי־יִנָחֵם הַשוֹפֵט יְמֵי  וְהִשְחִיתוּ יָשֻׁ
 :הַקָשָה וּמִדַּרְכָם מִמַעַלְלֵיהֶם הִפִילוּ לֹא לָהֶם וּלְהִשְתַחֲוֹת בְדָםלְעָ  אֲחֵרִים אֱלֹהִים אַחֲרֵי לָלֶכֶת מֵאֲבוֹתָם

 
3. Joshua 15:63 

But the Judahites could not dispossess the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem; so the 

Judahites dwell with the Jebusites in Jerusalem to this day. 
 יהושע טו:סג

ם לֹא יוכלו יָכְלוּ בְנֵי יְהוּדָה לְהוֹרִישָם וַיֵשֶב הַיְבוּסִי אֶת בְנֵי יְהוּדָ  ם עַד וְאֶת הַיְבוּסִי יוֹשְבֵי יְרוּשָלִַ ה בִירוּשָלִַ
 הַיוֹם הַזֶה:

 

 

 

 



 

4. Joshua 16:10 

However, they failed to dispossess the Canaanites who dwelt in Gezer; so the Canaanites 

remained in the midst of Ephraim, as is still the case. But they had to perform forced 

labor. 
 יהושע טז:י

 ס עֹבֵד:מַ וְלֹא הוֹרִישוּ אֶת הַכְנַעֲנִי הַיוֹשֵב בְגָזֶר וַיֵשֶב הַכְנַעֲנִי בְקֶרֶב אֶפְרַיִם עַד הַיוֹם הַזֶה וַיְהִי לְ 

 

5. Joshua 17:12-13 
12The Manassites could not dispossess [the inhabitants of] these towns, and the 

Canaanites stubbornly remained in this region. 13When the Israelites became stronger, 

they imposed tribute on the Canaanites; but they did not dispossess them. 
 יג-יהושע יז:יב

)יג( וַיְהִי כִי חָזְקוּ  )יב( וְלֹא יָכְלוּ בְנֵי מְנַשֶה לְהוֹרִיש אֶת הֶעָרִים הָאֵלֶה וַיוֹאֶל הַכְנַעֲנִי לָשֶבֶת בָאָרֶץ הַזֹאת:
 בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל וַיִתְנוּ אֶת הַכְנַעֲנִי לָמַס וְהוֹרֵש לֹא הוֹרִישוֹ:

6. Joshua 18:2-3 
2but there remained seven tribes of the Israelites which had not yet received their 

portions. 3So Joshua said to the Israelites, “How long will you be slack about going and 

taking possession of the land which the LORD, the God of your fathers, has assigned to 

you? 
 ג-יהושע יח:ב

עַ אֶל בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל עַד  )ב( וַיִוָּתְרוּ בִבְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל אֲשֶר לֹא חָלְקוּ אֶת נַחֲלָתָם שִבְעָה שְבָטִים: )ג( וַיֹאמֶר יְהוֹשֻׁ
 אֲבוֹתֵיכֶם:י קֵ לֹ-אֱ  ה'אָנָה אַתֶם מִתְרַפִים לָבוֹא לָרֶשֶת אֶת הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶר נָתַן לָכֶם 

7. Judges 2:20-23 
20Then the LORD became incensed against Israel, and He said, “Since that nation has 

transgressed the covenant that I enjoined upon their fathers and has not obeyed Me, 21I 

for My part will no longer drive out before them any of the nations that Joshua left when 

he died.” 22For it was in order to test Israel by them—[to see] whether or not they would 

faithfully walk in the ways of the LORD, as their fathers had done—23that the LORD had 

left those nations, instead of driving them out at once, and had not delivered them into the 

hands of Joshua. 
 כג-:כשופטים ב

בְיִשְרָאֵל וַיֹאמֶר יַעַן אֲשֶר עָבְרוּ הַגוֹי הַזֶה אֶת בְרִיתִי אֲשֶר צִוִּיתִי אֶת אֲבוֹתָם וְלֹא שָמְעוּ  ה')כ( וַיִחַר אַף 
עַ וַיָמֹת:)כא( גַם אֲנִי לֹא אוֹסִיף  לְקוֹלִי: )כב( לְמַעַן נַסּוֹת  לְהוֹרִיש אִיש מִפְנֵיהֶם מִן הַגוֹיִם אֲשֶר עָזַב יְהוֹשֻׁ

אֶת הַגוֹיִם  ה')כג( וַיַנַח  לָלֶכֶת בָם כַאֲשֶר שָמְרוּ אֲבוֹתָם אִם לֹא: ה'בָם אֶת יִשְרָאֵל הֲשֹמְרִים הֵם אֶת דֶּרֶךְ 
עַ: הָאֵלֶה לְבִלְתִי הוֹרִ   ישָם מַהֵר וְלֹא נְתָנָם בְיַד יְהוֹשֻׁ

8. Joshua 24:14 

“Now, therefore, revere the LORD and serve Him with undivided loyalty; put away the 

gods that your forefathers served beyond the Euphrates and in Egypt, and serve the 

LORD. 
 יהושע כד:יד

וְעִבְדוּ אֹתוֹ בְתָמִים וּבֶאֱמֶת וְהָסִירוּ אֶת אֱלֹהִים אֲשֶר עָבְדוּ אֲבוֹתֵיכֶם בְעֵבֶר הַנָהָר  ה'אוּ אֶת וְעַתָה יְר
 :ה'וּבְמִצְרַיִם וְעִבְדוּ אֶת 

 

 
 



 

Joshua 24:28-31 Judges 2:6-11 
28Joshua then dismissed the people to their allotted 

portions. 29After these events, Joshua son of Nun, 

the servant of the LORD, died at the age of one 

hundred and ten years. 30They buried him on his 

own property, at Timnath-serah in the hill country 

of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 31Israel served 

the LORD during the lifetime of Joshua and the 

lifetime of the elders who lived on after Joshua, and 

who had experienced all the deeds that the LORD 

had wrought for Israel. 

6When Joshua dismissed the people, the Israelites 

went to their allotted territories and took possession 

of the land. 7The people served the LORD during 

the lifetime of Joshua and the lifetime of the older 

people who lived on after Joshua and who had 

witnessed all the marvelous deeds that the LORD 

had wrought for Israel. 8Joshua son of Nun, the 

servant of the LORD, died at the age of one hundred 

and ten years, 9and was buried on his own property, 

at Timnath-heres in the hill country of Ephraim, 

north of Mount Gaash. 
10And all that generation were likewise gathered to 

their fathers. Another generation arose after them, 

which had not experienced [the deliverance of] the 

LORD or the deeds that He had wrought for Israel. 
11And the Israelites did what was offensive to the 

LORD. They worshiped the Baalim  
 יא-שופטים ב:ו לא-יהושע כד:כח

עַ אֶת הָעָם אִיש לְנַחֲלָתוֹ: )כט( וַיְהִי אַחֲרֵי )כח ( וַיְשַלַח יְהוֹשֻׁ
עַ בִן נוּן עֶבֶד ה' בֶן מֵאָה וָעֶשֶר שָנִים:  הַדְּבָרִים הָאֵלֶה וַיָמָת יְהוֹשֻׁ

)ל( וַיִקְבְרוּ אֹתוֹ בִגְבוּל נַחֲלָתוֹ בְתִמְנַת סֶרַח אֲשֶר בְהַר אֶפְרָיִם 
עַ וְכֹל יְמֵי מִצְפוֹ  ן לְהַר גָעַש: )לא( וַיַעֲבֹד יִשְרָאֵל אֶת ה' כֹל יְמֵי יְהוֹשֻׁ

עַ וַאֲשֶר יָדְעוּ אֵת כָל  הַזְקֵנִים אֲשֶר הֶאֱרִיכוּ יָמִים אַחֲרֵי יְהוֹשֻׁ
 מַעֲשֵה ה' אֲשֶר עָשָה לְיִשְרָאֵל:

עַ אֶת הָעָם וַיֵלְכוּ  בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל אִיש לְנַחֲלָתוֹ לָרֶשֶת )ו( וַיְשַלַח יְהוֹשֻׁ
עַ וְכֹל יְמֵי הַזְקֵנִים  אֶת הָאָרֶץ: )ז( וַיַעַבְדוּ הָעָם אֶת ה' כֹל יְמֵי יְהוֹשֻׁ

אֲשֶר הֶאֱרִיכוּ יָמִים אַחֲרֵי יְהוֹשוּעַ אֲשֶר רָאוּ אֵת כָל מַעֲשֵה ה' 
עַ בִן נוּן עֶבֶד ה' בֶן מֵאָה הַגָדוֹל אֲשֶר עָשָה לְיִשְרָאֵל: )ח( וַ  יָמָת יְהוֹשֻׁ

וָעֶשֶר שָנִים: )ט( וַיִקְבְרוּ אוֹתוֹ בִגְבוּל נַחֲלָתוֹ בְתִמְנַת חֶרֶס בְהַר 
 אֶפְרָיִם מִצְפוֹן לְהַר גָעַש:

 אַחֲרֵיהֶם אַחֵר דּוֹר וַיָקָם אֶל־אֲבוֹתָיו נֶאֶסְפוּ הַהוּא כָל־הַדּוֹר וְגַם( י)
( יא: )לְיִשְרָאֵל עָשָה אֲשֶר הַמַעֲשֶה אֶת־ וְגַם' אֶת־ה לֹא־יָדְעוּ אֲשֶר

 :אֶת־הַבְעָלִים וַיַעַבְדוּ' ה בְעֵינֵי אֶת־הָרַע בְנֵי־יִשְרָאֵל וַיַעֲשוּ

 

9. Ramban on Exodus 1:1 

It is for this reason that He [i.e., God] returns to the beginning of the subject [stated in the 

Book of Genesis], which is the verse, And all his seed he [Jacob] brought with him into 

Egypt (Gen. 46:7). There is it written afterward, And these are the names of the children 

of Israel, who came into Egypt, etc. (Gen. 46:8). This is the very same verse that He 

repeats here. Even though they are two separate books, the narrative is connected with 

subjects which follow one another successively.... A similar case is found in the Book of 

Chronicles and the Book of Ezra....The author repeated the very language of these two 

verses at the beginning of the Book of Ezra in order to connect the narrative. 
 

 רמב"ן שמות א:א 
כי הכתוב ירצה למנות ענין הגלות מעת רדתם למצרים, כי אז גלו בראש גולים,  -טעם ואלה שמות 

תחלת הענין שהוא מפסוק וכל זרעו הביא אתו מצרימה )בראשית מו כאשר פירשתי, ולפיכך יחזור אל 
ז(, ושם כתוב אחריו ואלה שמות בני ישראל הבאים מצרימה וגו', ואותו הפסוק בעצמו הוא שהחזיר 

בכאן, כי אף על פי שהם שני ספרים, הספור מחובר בדברים באים זה אחר זה, וכאשר הזכיר בני יעקב 
, והחזיר הכלל כאשר אמר שם כל הנפש לבית יעקב הבאה מצרימה שבעים. קצר בבני בניו וכל זרעו

וכענין הזה בספר דברי הימים וספר עזרא, שהשלים דברי הימים ובשנת אחת לכורש מלך פרס לכלות 
דבר ה' בפי ירמיהו העיר ה' את רוח כורש וגו', כה אמר כורש מלך פרס וגו', ואותם שני פסוקים 

ר עזרא לחבר הספור, אלא שהיו שני ספרים, השלים הראשון במה שהיה בלשונם החזיר בראש ספ
 קודם בנין הבית והספר השני מעת הבנין.

 



 

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF JUDGES 
 

INTRODUCTION (Chapters 1-2) 

 
Chapter 1: After Joshua’s death, Judah takes leadership. List of 

conquests and laxity in conquest of tribes 

Chapter 2: Condemnation of tribes for laxity in conquest. Narrator’s 

description of cycle: intermarriage, idolatry, oppression, 

Israel cries to God, God appoints savior, starts again after 

death of savior. 

 

CYCLES OF INDIVIDUAL JUDGES (Chapters 3-16) 
 

 Chapter 3:  Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar 

Chapters 4-5:  Deborah (and Barak) and her song 

Chapters 6-8:  Gideon 

Chapter 9:  Abimelech 

Chapter 10:  Tola, Jair, prophetic condemnation of Israel 

Chapters 11-12: Jephthah 

Chapter 12:  Ibzan, Elon, Abdon 

Chapters 13-16: Samson 

 

BLEAK APPENDIX STORIES SINCE NO KING (Chapters 17-21) 
 

 Chapters 17-18: The idol of Micah 

Chapters 19-21: The concubine at Gibeah 

 


