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Judges chapter 8 
4Gideon came to the Jordan and crossed it. The three hundred men with him were 

famished, but still in pursuit. 5He said to the people of Succoth, “Please give some 

loaves of bread to the men who are following me, for they are famished, and I am 

pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.” 6But the officials of Succoth 

replied, “Are Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hands, that we should give bread to 

your troops?” 7“I swear,” declared Gideon, “when the LORD delivers Zebah and 

Zalmunna into my hands, I’ll thresh your bodies upon desert thorns and briers!” 8From 

there he went up to Penuel and made the same request of them; but the people of 

Penuel gave him the same reply as the people of Succoth. 9So he also threatened the 

people of Penuel: “When I come back safe, I’ll tear down this tower!”… 
15Then he came to the people of Succoth and said, “Here are Zebah and Zalmunna, 

about whom you mocked me, saying, ‘Are Zebah and Zalmunna already in your 

hands, that we should give your famished men bread?’” 16And he took the elders of 

the city and, [bringing] desert thorns and briers, he punished the people of Succoth 

with them. 17As for Penuel, he tore down its tower and killed the townspeople. 

 
18Then he asked Zebah and Zalmunna, “Those men you killed at Tabor, what were 

they like?” “They looked just like you,” they replied, “like sons of a king.” 
19“They were my brothers,” he declared, “the sons of my mother. As the LORD 

lives, if you had spared them, I would not kill you.” 20And he commanded his 

oldest son Jether, “Go kill them!” But the boy did not draw his sword, for he was 

timid, being still a boy. 21Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Come, you slay us; for 

strength comes with manhood.” So Gideon went over and killed Zebah and 

Zalmunna, and he took the crescents that were on the necks of their camels. 

 
22Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us—you, your son, and your 

grandson as well; for you have saved us from the Midianites.” 23But Gideon replied, “I 

will not rule over you myself, nor shall my son rule over you; the LORD alone shall 

rule over you.”  

 
24And Gideon said to them, “I have a request to make of you: Each of you give me the 

earring he received as booty.” …27Gideon made an ephod of this gold and set it up in 

his own town of Ophrah. There all Israel went astray after it, and it became a snare to 

Gideon and his household. 
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28Thus Midian submitted to the Israelites and did not raise its head again; and the land 

was tranquil for forty years in Gideon’s time. 29So Jerubbaal son of Joash retired to his 

own house. 30Gideon had seventy sons of his own issue, for he had many wives. 31A 

son was also born to him by his concubine in Shechem, and he named him Abimelech. 
32Gideon son of Joash died at a ripe old age, and was buried in the tomb of his father 

Joash at Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 
 

33After Gideon died, the Israelites again went astray after the Baalim, and they 

adopted Baal-berith as a god. 34The Israelites gave no thought to the LORD their 

God, who saved them from all the enemies around them. 35Nor did they show 

loyalty to the house of Jerubbaal-Gideon in return for all the good that he had done 

for Israel. 

 
 שופטים פרק ח

ִפים ְוֹרְדִפים: ר ִאּתֹו ֲעיֵּ ִאיש ֲאשֶׁ אֹות הָּ ר הּוא ּוְשֹלש מֵּ נָּה ֹעבֵּ ֹבא ִגְדעֹון ַהַיְרדֵּ י  )ד( ַויָּ ר ְלַאְנשֵּ )ה( ַוֹיאמֶׁ
י ֻסּכֹות ְּתנּו  ַבח ְוַצְלֻמנָּע ַמְלכֵּ י זֶׁ ף ַאֲחרֵּ ם ְוָאֹנִכי ֹרדֵּ ִפים הֵּ י ִּכי ֲעיֵּ ר ְבַרְגלָּ ם ֲאשֶׁ עָּ ם לָּ נָּא ִּכְּכרֹות לֶׁחֶׁ

ן: ם: ִמְדיָּ ֲאָך לָּחֶׁ ן ִלְצבָּ ָך ִּכי ִנּתֵּ ה ְביָּדֶׁ ַבח ְוַצְלֻמנָּע ַעּתָּ י ֻסּכֹות ֲהַכף זֶׁ רֵּ ר שָּ ר ִגְדעֹון  )ו( ַוֹיאמֶׁ )ז( ַוֹיאמֶׁ
ן בְ  כֵּ ת לָּ ת ַהַבְרֳקִנים: ה'תֵּ ר ְואֶׁ י ַהִמְדבָּ ת קֹוצֵּ ם אֶׁ ת ְבַשְרכֶׁ ִדי ְוַדְשִּתי אֶׁ ת ַצְלֻמנָּע ְביָּ ַבח ְואֶׁ ת זֶׁ )ח(  אֶׁ

י ֻסּכֹות: נּו ַאְנשֵּ ר עָּ ל ַּכֲאשֶׁ י ְפנּואֵּ ֹזאת ַוַיֲענּו אֹותֹו ַאְנשֵּ ם ּכָּ ר ֲאלֵּיהֶׁ ל ַוְיַדבֵּ ם ְפנּואֵּ ר )ט( ַוֹיאמֶׁ  ַוַיַעל ִמשָּ
ה: פ ל ַהזֶׁ ת ַהִמְגדָּ ֹּתץ אֶׁ לֹום אֶׁ ל לֵּאֹמר ְבשּוִבי ְבשָּ י ְפנּואֵּ  ַגם ְלַאְנשֵּ

 
ַבח ְוַצְלֻמנָּ ... ם אֹוִתי לֵּאֹמר ֲהַכף זֶׁ ַרְפּתֶׁ ר חֵּ ַבח ְוַצְלֻמנָּע ֲאשֶׁ ר ִהנֵּה זֶׁ י ֻסּכֹות ַוֹיאמֶׁ ל ַאְנשֵּ ע )טו( ַויָֹּבא אֶׁ

ן ַלֲאנָּ  ָך ִּכי ִנּתֵּ ה ְביָּדֶׁ ם:ַעּתָּ ִפים לָּחֶׁ יָך ַהְיעֵּ ת  שֶׁ ר ְואֶׁ י ַהִמְדבָּ ת קֹוצֵּ ִעיר ְואֶׁ ת ִזְקנֵּי הָּ )טז( ַוִיַקח אֶׁ
י ֻסּכֹות: ת ַאְנשֵּ ם אֵּ הֶׁ ִעיר: ַהַבְרֳקִנים ַוֹיַדע בָּ י הָּ ת ַאְנשֵּ ץ ַוַיֲהֹרג אֶׁ ל נָּתָּ ת ִמְגַדל ְפנּואֵּ  )יז( ְואֶׁ

 
ל ַצְלֻמנָּע אֵּ  ַבח ְואֶׁ ל זֶׁ ר אֶׁ ד )יח( ַוֹיאמֶׁ חָּ ם אֶׁ מֹוָך ְכמֹוהֶׁ בֹור ַוֹיאְמרּו ּכָּ ם ְבתָּ ר ֲהַרְגּתֶׁ ֲאנִָּשים ֲאשֶׁ יֹפה הָּ

לְֶׁך: ם ַחי  ְּכֹתַאר ְבנֵּי ַהמֶׁ ם: ה')יט( ַוֹיאַמר ַאַחי ְבנֵּי ִאִמי הֵּ ְתכֶׁ ַרְגִּתי אֶׁ ם ֹלא הָּ ם אֹותָּ )כ(  לּו ַהֲחִיתֶׁ
ם ְוֹלא  ר ְבכֹורֹו קּום ֲהֹרג אֹותָּ ר ְליֶׁתֶׁ נּו נַָּער:ַוֹיאמֶׁ א ִּכי עֹודֶׁ ַלף ַהַנַער ַחְרבֹו ִּכי יָּרֵּ ַבח  שָּ ר זֶׁ )כא( ַוֹיאמֶׁ

ת ַצְלֻמנָּע ַויִ  ַבח ְואֶׁ ת זֶׁ ם ִגְדעֹון ַוַיֲהֹרג אֶׁ תֹו ַויָּקָּ ִאיש ְגבּורָּ נּו ִּכי כָּ ה ּוְפַגע בָּ ת ְוַצְלֻמנָּע קּום ַאּתָּ ַקח אֶׁ
י ְגַמלֵּ  ר ְבַצְּוארֵּ ם:ַהַשֲהֹרִנים ֲאשֶׁ  יהֶׁ

 
נּו  ן ְבנֶָׁך ִּכי הֹוַשְעּתָּ ה ַגם ִבְנָך ַגם בֶׁ נּו ַגם ַאּתָּ ל בָּ ל ִגְדעֹון ְמשָּ ל אֶׁ אֵּ  ִמַיד ִמְדיָּן:)כב( ַוֹיאְמרּו ִאיש ִיְשרָּ

ם  כֶׁ ם ְוֹלא ִיְמֹשל ְבִני בָּ כֶׁ ְמֹשל ֲאִני בָּ ם ִגְדעֹון ֹלא אֶׁ ר ֲאלֵּהֶׁ ם: ה')כג( ַוֹיאמֶׁ כֶׁ  ִיְמֹשל בָּ
 

לוֹ  ם ְשלָּ לָּה ּוְתנּו ִלי ִאיש נֶׁזֶׁ ם ְשאֵּ ְשֲאלָּה ִמּכֶׁ ם ִגְדעֹון אֶׁ ר ֲאלֵּהֶׁ )כז( ַוַיַעש אֹותֹו ִגְדעֹון ...)כד( ַוֹיאמֶׁ
ש יתֹו ְלמֹוקֵּ ם ַוְיִהי ְלִגְדעֹון ּוְלבֵּ יו שָּ ל ַאֲחרָּ אֵּ ל ִיְשרָּ ה ַוִיְזנּו כָּ ְפרָּ ג אֹותֹו ְבִעירֹו ְבעָּ פֹוד ַוַיצֵּ  :ְלאֵּ

 
נָּה ִבימֵּ  ִעים שָּ ץ ַאְרבָּ ָארֶׁ ם ַוִּתְשֹקט הָּ את ֹראשָּ ל ְוֹלא יְָּספּו לָּשֵּ אֵּ ן ִלְפנֵּי ְבנֵּי ִיְשרָּ ַנע ִמְדיָּ י )כח( ַוִיּכָּ

יתֹו:  ִגְדעֹון: פ ב ְבבֵּ ש ַויֵּשֶׁ ן יֹואָּ ְך ְיֻרַבַעל בֶׁ לֶׁ כוֹ  )כט( ַויֵּ י ְירֵּ ִנים ֹיְצאֵּ יּו ִשְבִעים בָּ ִּכי  )ל( ּוְלִגְדעֹון הָּ
יּו לֹו: ְך: נִָּשים ַרבֹות הָּ לֶׁ ת ְשמֹו ֲאִבימֶׁ ם אֶׁ ן ַויָּשֶׁ ה לֹו ַגם ִהיא בֵּ ְלדָּ ם יָּ ר ִבְשכֶׁ )לב(  )לא( ּוִפיַלְגשֹו ֲאשֶׁ

ְזִרי: פ עֶׁ ה ֲאִבי הָּ ְפרָּ ש ָאִביו ְבעָּ ר יֹואָּ בֶׁ ר ְבקֶׁ בֵּ ה ַוִיקָּ ה טֹובָּ יבָּ ש ְבשֵּ ן יֹואָּ ת ִגְדעֹון בֶׁ  ַויָּמָּ
 

ם ַבַעל בְ )לג ִלים ַויִָּשימּו לָּהֶׁ י ַהְבעָּ ל ַוִיְזנּו ַאֲחרֵּ אֵּ י ִיְשרָּ ת ִגְדעֹון ַויָּשּובּו ְבנֵּ ר מֵּ ִרית ( ַוְיִהי ַּכֲאשֶׁ
ת  לֵּאֹלִהים: ל אֶׁ אֵּ ְכרּו ְבנֵּי ִיְשרָּ ִביב:קֵּ ֹל-א   ה')לד( ְוֹלא זָּ ם ִמסָּ יהֶׁ ל ֹאְיבֵּ ם ִמַיד ּכָּ ם ַהַמִציל אֹותָּ  יהֶׁ

ל: פ)לה( וְ  אֵּ ה ִעם ִיְשרָּ שָּ ר עָּ ה ֲאשֶׁ ל ַהּטֹובָּ ית ְיֻרַבַעל ִגְדעֹון ְּככָּ ד ִעם בֵּ סֶׁ שּו חֶׁ  ֹלא עָּ
 

 

 

 

 



   

1. I Samuel 12:12 

But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was advancing against you, 

you said to me, ‘No, we must have a king reigning over us’—though the Lord 

your God is your King. 
  :יביב 'שמואל א

ינּו וַ  לֵּ ְך ִיְמֹלְך עָּ לֶׁ ם ַוֹּתאְמרּו ִלי ֹלא ִּכי מֶׁ יכֶׁ א ֲעלֵּ ְך ְבנֵּי ַעמֹון בָּ לֶׁ ש מֶׁ ם קֵּ ֹל-א   ה'ַוִּתְראּו ִּכי נָּחָּ יכֶׁ
ם:  ַמְלְּככֶׁ

2. Judges 7:18 

When I and all those with me blow our horns, you too, all around the camp, will blow 

your horns and shout, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon!’”  
 :יחשופטים ז

ם ְסִביבֹות ּכָּ  רֹות ַגם ַאּתֶׁ ם ַבשֹופָּ ר ִאִּתי ּוְתַקְעּתֶׁ ל ֲאשֶׁ ר ָאֹנִכי ְוכָּ ַקְעִּתי ַבשֹופָּ ם ְותָּ ל ַהַמֲחנֶׁה ַוֲאַמְרּתֶׁ
  ּוְלִגְדעֹון: ה'לַ 

 

3. Judges 21:25 

In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did as he pleased. 
  :כהכא שופטים
ם ַביִָּמים הֵּ ין הָּ לְֶׁך אֵּ ל מֶׁ אֵּ ר ִאיש ְבִיְשרָּ ינָּיו ַהיָּשָּ ה ְבעֵּ  :ַיֲעשֶׁ

 
 

SUMMARY CHART  
 Positive-Idealistic 

Motives 

Negative-Personal Motives 

Reason for punishing  

Succoth and Penuel 

National Security They mocked Gideon 

Reason for killing  

Midianite kings 

They were enemies of 

Israel 

They killed Gideon’s brothers 

Reason for appointing 

Jether to kill kings 

 Family vendetta 

 

Possibly to train his eldest son as 

his successor 

Reason for declining 

monarchy 

The Lord is your King  

Reasons for ephod Commemorate God’s 

role in the victory 

 

Possibly a divining agent 

To establish Gideon’s hometown 

as a shrine, and to bolster his 

sons’ claim as future leaders 

Name of Abimelech God is King My father (= Gideon) is king 

              

 


