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1. Judges 8:22-23

22Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us—you, your son, and your
grandson as well; for you have saved us from the Midianites.” *But Gideon
replied, “I will not rule over you myself, nor shall my son rule over you; the LORD
alone shall rule over you.”
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2. Judges 21:25
In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did as he pleased.
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3. Deuteronomy 17:14-15

141, after you have entered the land that the LORD your God has assigned to you,
and taken possession of it and settled in it, you decide, “I will set a king over me,
as do all the nations about me,” you shall be free to set a king over yourself, one
chosen by the LORD your God. Be sure to set as king over yourself one of your
own people; you must not set a foreigner over you, one who is not your kinsman.
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4. Exodus 15:18
The LorD will reign for ever and ever!
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5. I Samuel 8:1-9
When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons judges over Israel. 2The name of
his first-born son was Joel, and his second son’s name was Abijah; they sat as
judges in Beer-sheba. 3But his sons did not follow in his ways; they were bent on
gain, they accepted bribes, and they subverted justice. *All the elders of Israel
assembled and came to Samuel at Ramabh, ®and they said to him, “You have grown
old, and your sons have not followed your ways. Therefore appoint a king for us,
to govern us like all other nations.”

®Samuel was displeased that they said “Give us a king to govern us.”
Samuel prayed to the LORD, “and the LORD replied to Samuel, “Heed the demand
of the people in everything they say to you. For it is not you that they have
rejected; it is Me they have rejected as their king. 8Like everything else they have
done ever since | brought them out of Egypt to this day—forsaking Me and
worshiping other gods—so they are doing to you. °Heed their demand; but warn
them solemnly, and tell them about the practices of any king who will rule over
them.”
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6. 1 Samuel 9:16

“At this time tomorrow, I will send a man to you from the territory of
Benjamin, and you shall anoint him ruler of My people Israel. He will
deliver My people from the hands of the Philistines; for I have taken note of
My people, their outcry has come to Me.”
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7. 1 Samuel 12:1-3,12, 16-19

'Then Samuel said to all Israel, “I have yielded to you in all you have asked
of me and have set a king over you. 2Henceforth the king will be your
leader. “As for me, I have grown old and gray—but my sons are still with
you—and | have been your leader from my youth to this day. 3Here | am!
Testify against me, in the presence of the LORD and in the presence of His
anointed one: Whose ox have | taken, or whose ass have | taken? Whom




have | defrauded or whom have | robbed? From whom have | taken a bribe
to look the other way? I will return it to you”...
12But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was
advancing against you, you said to me, ‘No, we must have a king reigning
over us’—though the LORD your God is your King...**“Now stand by and
see the marvelous thing that the LORD will do before your eyes. /It is the
season of the wheat harvest. | will pray to the LORD and He will send
thunder and rain; then you will take thought and realize what a wicked
thing you did in the sight of the LORD when you asked for a king.”
18Samuel prayed to the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day,
and the people stood in awe of the LORD and of Samuel. **The people all
said to Samuel, “Intercede for your servants with the LORD your God that
we may not die, for we have added to all our sins the wickedness of asking
for a king.”
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8. Numbers 16:15

Moses was much aggrieved and he said to the LORD, “Pay no regard to their
oblation. | have not taken the ass of any one of them, nor have | wronged any one
of them.”
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9. I Samuel 15:11

“I regret that I made Saul king, for he has turned away from Me and has not
carried out My commands.” Samuel was distressed and he entreated the
LorbD all night long.
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10.1 Samuel 16:1-7

'And the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have
rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and set out; | am sending
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have decided on one of his sons to be king.”
2Samuel replied, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” The LORD
answered, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the
LORD’...*When they arrived and he saw Eliab, he thought: “Surely the LORD’s
anointed stands before Him.” 'But the LORD said to Samuel, “Pay no attention to
his appearance or his stature, for | have rejected him. For not as man sees [does the
LORD see]; man sees only what is visible, but the LORD sees into the heart.”
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11. Tanhuma Buber Mikketz 6

And even Samuel—who was likened to Moses and Aaron—because he said “I am
the seer” (9:19). God said to him: “You said ‘I am the seer’; by your life tomorrow
I will show you if you are indeed a seer. As it is written, ‘Fill your horn with oil
and set out; 1 am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have decided on one
of his sons to be king.”” (16:1). When he arrived it is written, “When they arrived
and he saw Eliab,” he thought: “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands before Him”
(16:6). God replied, “You are the one who said ‘I am the seer’! ‘Pay no attention
to his appearance’ (16:7).
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OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF SAMUEL

Chapter 1:
Chapter 2:
Chapter 3:

Chapters 4-6:

Chapter 7:

Chapter 8:

Chapters 9-10:

Chapter 11:
Chapter 12:

Chapters 13-14:

Chapter 15:

Chapter 16:
Chapter 17:
Chapter 18:
Chapter 19:
Chapter 20:

Chapters 21-22:

Chapter 23:
Chapter 24:

Chapter 25:
Chapter 26:
Chapter 27:
Chapter 28:

Chapter 29:
Chapter 30:
Chapter 31.:
Chapter 1:

SAMUEL (I Samuel Chapters 1-7)

Hannah prays for son, Samuel born

Contrasts between Eli’s sons and Samuel

Samuel’s prophetic initiation—downfall of Eli

Ark captured by Philistines, Eli’s sons killed, Eli dies.
Ark wreaks havoc with Philistines, return it

Battle vs. Philistines, Samuel prays and Israel wins

SAMUEL AND SAUL (I Samuel Chapters 8-15)

People request king; Samuel angry, God approves
Saul divinely chosen as king, anointed, coronation
Saul defeats Ammonites, gains new respect

Second coronation, Samuel condemns people for king
Battle at Michmash: Jonathan hero, Saul sins

Battle against Amalek, Saul rejected as king

SAUL AND DAVID (I Samuel Chapters 16-31; Il Samuel chapter 1)

David anointed; becomes musician for Saul

David kills Goliath, becomes national hero

Jonathan and Michal love David; Saul jealous

Saul tries to kill David, Michal saves him

Jonathan speaks up for David, Saul furious

Priests of Nob feed David, Saul massacres them

Saul pursues David

David has opportunity to kill Saul but cuts corner of
his robe instead; Saul admits David will be next king
David and Nabal-Abigail

David has opportunity to kill Saul but spares him
David flees to Philistines

Saul goes to witch; Samuel’s spirit tells him that will
soon die

Philistines do not allow David to join them

David defeats Amalekites

Saul and sons killed at Mount Gilboa

David learns of defeat, eulogizes Saul and Jonathan



DAVID CONSOLIDATES MONARCHY (Il Samuel chapters 2-10)

Chapter 2: David’s capital in Hebron; Ish-bosheth king of north

Chapter 3: Abner agrees to turn kingdom to David; Joab kills him

Chapter 4: Ish-bosheth assassinated; David kills assassins

Chapter 5: David captures Jerusalem; defeats Philistines

Chapter 6: David moves Ark to Jerusalem

Chapter 7: David wants to build Temple; God says no but
promises eternal dynasty to David

Chapter 8: David’s military successes

Chapter 9: David kind to Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s son

Chapter 10: Ammon makes trouble, David defeats Aramean allies

BATHSHEBA AND AFTERMATH (11 Samuel chapters 11-20)

Chapter 11: During battle with Ammon, affair with Bathsheba
Chapter 12: Nathan’s prophetic condemnation of David
Chapter 13: Amnon rapes Tamar, Absalom Kills him, flees
Chapter 14: David and Absalom appear to reconcile

Chapters 15-19: Absalom revolts against David, killed

Chapter 20: David snubs northern tribes, Sheba son of

Bichri revolts; killed, battle over

APPENDIX (Il Samuel chapters 21-24)

Chapter 21: David kills seven members of Saul’s family because of
Gibeonite fiasco; some stories of military heroics

Chapter 22: David’s psalm after Saul was killed

Chapter 23: More military heroics

Chapter 24: David purchases place of Temple



