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1. Judges 8:22-23 
22Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us—you, your son, and your 

grandson as well; for you have saved us from the Midianites.” 23But Gideon 

replied, “I will not rule over you myself, nor shall my son rule over you; the LORD 

alone shall rule over you.”  
 כג-שופטים ח:כב

ן אִישׁ־יִשְרָאֵל וַיֹּאמְרוּ( כב) שַׁעְתָנוּ כִי בֶן־בְנֶךָ גַם גַם־בִנְךָ גַם־אַתָה מְשָׁל־בָנוּ אֶל־גִדְעוֹּ  :מִדְיָן מִיַד הוֹּ
ן אֲלֵהֶם וַיֹּאמֶר( כג)  :בָכֶם יִמְשֹּׁל' ה בָכֶם בְנִי וְלֹא־יִמְשֹּׁל בָכֶם אֲנִי לֹא־אֶמְשֹּׁל גִדְעוֹּ
 

2. Judges 21:25 

In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did as he pleased. 
 שופטים כא:כה

 :יַעֲשֶה בְעֵינָיו הַיָשָׁר אִישׁ בְיִשְרָאֵל מֶלֶךְ אֵין הָהֵם בַיָמִים
 

3. Deuteronomy 17:14-15 
14If, after you have entered the land that the LORD your God has assigned to you, 

and taken possession of it and settled in it, you decide, “I will set a king over me, 

as do all the nations about me,” 15you shall be free to set a king over yourself, one 

chosen by the LORD your God. Be sure to set as king over yourself one of your 

own people; you must not set a foreigner over you, one who is not your kinsman.  

 
 טו-דברים יז:יד

תֵן אֱלֹהֶיךָ' ה אֲשֶׁר אֶל־הָאָרֶץ כִי־תָבֹּא( יד)  מֶלֶךְ עָלַי אָשִימָה וְאָמַרְתָ  בָהּ וְיָשַׁבְתָה וִירִשְׁתָהּ לָךְ נֹּ
יִם כְכָל־  אַחֶיךָ מִקֶרֶב בוֹּ  יךָקֶ לֹ-אֱ ' ה יִבְחַר אֲשֶׁר מֶלֶךְ עָלֶיךָ תָשִים שוֹּם( טו) :סְבִיבֹּתָי אֲשֶׁר הַגוֹּ

 :הוּא לֹא־אָחִיךָ אֲשֶׁר נָכְרִי אִישׁ עָלֶיךָ לָתֵת לתוּכַ  לֹא מֶלֶךְ עָלֶיךָ תָשִים
 

4. Exodus 15:18 

The LORD will reign for ever and ever! 
 שמות טו:יח

 :וָעֶד לְעֹּלָם יִמְלֹךְ' ה
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5. I Samuel 8:1-9 
1When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons judges over Israel. 2The name of 

his first-born son was Joel, and his second son’s name was Abijah; they sat as 

judges in Beer-sheba. 3But his sons did not follow in his ways; they were bent on 

gain, they accepted bribes, and they subverted justice. 4All the elders of Israel 

assembled and came to Samuel at Ramah, 5and they said to him, “You have grown 

old, and your sons have not followed your ways. Therefore appoint a king for us, 

to govern us like all other nations.”  
6Samuel was displeased that they said “Give us a king to govern us.” 

Samuel prayed to the LORD, 7and the LORD replied to Samuel, “Heed the demand 

of the people in everything they say to you. For it is not you that they have 

rejected; it is Me they have rejected as their king. 8Like everything else they have 

done ever since I brought them out of Egypt to this day—forsaking Me and 

worshiping other gods—so they are doing to you. 9Heed their demand; but warn 

them solemnly, and tell them about the practices of any king who will rule over 

them.” 
  ט-ח:א 'שמואל א

אֵל וְשֵׁם  וַיְהִי כַאֲשֶׁר זָקֵן שְׁמוּאֵל וַיָשֶם אֶת בָנָיו שֹּׁפְטִים לְיִשְרָאֵל:)א(  ר יוֹּ )ב( וַיְהִי שֶׁם בְנוֹּ הַבְכוֹּ
כו בִדְרָכָיו וַיִטּוּ אַחֲרֵי הַבָצַע וַיִקְחוּ שֹּׁחַד )ג( וְלֹא הָלְכוּ בָנָיו בדר מִשְׁנֵהוּ אֲבִיָה שֹּׁפְטִים בִבְאֵר שָׁבַע:

)ה( וַיֹּאמְרוּ אֵלָיו הִנֵה  וַיַטּוּ מִשְׁפָט: )ד( וַיִתְקַבְצוּ כֹּל זִקְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל וַיָבֹּאוּ אֶל שְׁמוּאֵל הָרָמָתָה:
יִם:אַתָה זָקַנְתָ וּבָנֶיךָ לֹא הָלְכוּ בִדְרָכֶיךָ עַתָה שִימָ   ה לָנוּ מֶלֶךְ לְשָׁפְטֵנוּ כְכָל הַגוֹּ

: )ז( ה')ו( וַיֵרַע הַדָבָר בְעֵינֵי שְׁמוּאֵל כַאֲשֶׁר אָמְרוּ תְנָה לָנוּ מֶלֶךְ לְשָׁפְטֵנוּ וַיִתְפַלֵל שְׁמוּאֵל אֶל 
תִי מָאֲסוּ  ה'וַיֹּאמֶר  תְךָ מָאָסוּ כִי אֹּ ל הָעָם לְכֹּל אֲשֶׁר יֹּאמְרוּ אֵלֶיךָ כִי לֹא אֹּ אֶל שְׁמוּאֵל שְׁמַע בְקוֹּ

תָם מִמִצְרַיִם וְעַד הַיוֹּם הַזֶה וַיַעַזְבֻנִי  מִמְלֹךְ עֲלֵיהֶם: )ח( כְכָל הַמַעֲשִים אֲשֶׁר עָשוּ מִיוֹּם הַעֲלֹתִי אֹּ
לָם אַךְ כִי הָעֵד תָעִיד בָהֶם  הִים אֲחֵרִים כֵן הֵמַה עֹּשִים גַם לָךְ:וַיַעַבְדוּ אֱלֹ )ט( וְעַתָה שְׁמַע בְקוֹּ

 וְהִגַדְתָ לָהֶם מִשְׁפַט הַמֶלֶךְ אֲשֶׁר יִמְלֹךְ עֲלֵיהֶם: 

6. I Samuel 9:16 

“At this time tomorrow, I will send a man to you from the territory of 

Benjamin, and you shall anoint him ruler of My people Israel. He will 

deliver My people from the hands of the Philistines; for I have taken note of 

My people, their outcry has come to Me.” 
  :טזט 'שמואל א

שִׁיעַ אֶת עַמִי כָעֵת מָחָר אֶשְׁלַח אֵלֶיךָ אִישׁ מֵאֶרֶץ בִנְיָ  מִן וּמְשַׁחְתוֹּ לְנָגִיד עַל עַמִי יִשְרָאֵל וְהוֹּ
 מִיַד פְלִשְׁתִים כִי רָאִיתִי אֶת עַמִי כִי בָאָה צַעֲקָתוֹּ אֵלָי:

 
 
 

7. I Samuel 12:1-3, 12, 16-19 
1Then Samuel said to all Israel, “I have yielded to you in all you have asked 

of me and have set a king over you. 2Henceforth the king will be your 

leader. “As for me, I have grown old and gray—but my sons are still with 

you—and I have been your leader from my youth to this day. 3Here I am! 

Testify against me, in the presence of the LORD and in the presence of His 

anointed one: Whose ox have I taken, or whose ass have I taken? Whom 
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have I defrauded or whom have I robbed? From whom have I taken a bribe 

to look the other way? I will return it to you”… 
12But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was 

advancing against you, you said to me, ‘No, we must have a king reigning 

over us’—though the LORD your God is your King…16“Now stand by and 

see the marvelous thing that the LORD will do before your eyes. 17It is the 

season of the wheat harvest. I will pray to the LORD and He will send 

thunder and rain; then you will take thought and realize what a wicked 

thing you did in the sight of the LORD when you asked for a king.” 
18Samuel prayed to the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day, 

and the people stood in awe of the LORD and of Samuel. 19The people all 

said to Samuel, “Intercede for your servants with the LORD your God that 

we may not die, for we have added to all our sins the wickedness of asking 

for a king.”  
 יט-ג; טז-:איב 'שמואל א

לְכֶם לְכֹּל אֲשֶׁר אֲמַרְתֶם לִי וָאַמְלִיךְ )א(  וַיֹּאמֶר שְׁמוּאֵל אֶל כָל יִשְרָאֵל הִנֵה שָׁמַעְתִי בְקֹּ
זָקַנְתִי וָשַבְתִי וּבָנַי הִנָם אִתְכֶם )ב( וְעַתָה הִנֵה הַמֶלֶךְ מִתְהַלֵךְ לִפְנֵיכֶם וַאֲנִי  עֲלֵיכֶם מֶלֶךְ:

ר  ה')ג( הִנְנִי עֲנוּ בִי נֶגֶד  וַאֲנִי הִתְהַלַכְתִי לִפְנֵיכֶם מִנְעֻרַי עַד הַיוֹּם הַזֶה: וְנֶגֶד מְשִׁיחוֹּ אֶת שׁוֹּ
תִי וּמִיַ  ר מִי לָקַחְתִי וְאֶת מִי עָשַׁקְתִי אֶת מִי רַצּוֹּ ד מִי לָקַחְתִי כֹּפֶר וְאַעְלִים מִי לָקַחְתִי וַחֲמוֹּ

 ...עֵינַי בוֹּ וְאָשִׁיב לָכֶם:
ן מֶלֶךְ כִי־נָחָשׁ וַתִרְאוּ( יב) אמְרוּ עֲלֵיכֶם בָא בְנֵי־עַמוֹּ  יכֶםקֵ לֹ-אֱ ' וַה עָלֵינוּ יִמְלֹךְ כִי־מֶלֶךְ לֹא לִי וַתֹּ

ל הַזֶה אֲשֶׁר ...:מַלְכְכֶם )יז( הֲלוֹּא  עֹּשֶה לְעֵינֵיכֶם: ה')טז( גַם עַתָה הִתְיַצְּבוּ וּרְאוּ אֶת הַדָבָר הַגָדוֹּ
לוֹּת וּמָטָר וּדְעוּ וּרְאוּ כִי רָעַתְכֶם רַבָה אֲשֶׁר עֲשִיתֶם בְעֵינֵי  ה'קְצִיר חִטִּים הַיוֹּם אֶקְרָא אֶל  וְיִתֵן קֹּ

ל לָכֶם  ה' קֹּלֹת וּמָטָר בַיוֹּם הַהוּא וַיִירָא כָל הָעָם  ה'וַיִתֵן  ה'מֶלֶךְ: )יח( וַיִקְרָא שְׁמוּאֵל אֶל לִשְׁאוֹּ
ד אֶת  יךָ קֶ לֹ-אֱ  ה')יט( וַיֹּאמְרוּ כָל הָעָם אֶל שְׁמוּאֵל הִתְפַלֵל בְעַד עֲבָדֶיךָ אֶל  וְאֶת שְׁמוּאֵל: ה'מְאֹּ

ל לָנוּ מֶלֶךְ:וְאַל נָמוּת כִי יָסַפְנוּ עַל   כָל חַטֹּּאתֵינוּ רָעָה לִשְׁאֹּ

 

8. Numbers 16:15 

Moses was much aggrieved and he said to the LORD, “Pay no regard to their 

oblation. I have not taken the ass of any one of them, nor have I wronged any one 

of them.” 
 טוטז: במדבר

שֶׁה וַיִחַר( טו) ד לְמֹּ  הֲרֵעֹּתִי וְלֹא נָשָאתִי מֵהֶם אֶחָד חֲמוֹּר לֹא אֶל־מִנְחָתָם אַל־תֵפֶן' אֶל־ה וַיֹּאמֶר מְאֹּ
 :מֵהֶם אַחַד אֶת־

 

9. I Samuel 15:11 

“I regret that I made Saul king, for he has turned away from Me and has not 

carried out My commands.” Samuel was distressed and he entreated the 

LORD all night long. 
  :יאטו 'שמואל א

נִחַמְתִי כִי הִמְלַכְתִי אֶת שָׁאוּל לְמֶלֶךְ כִי שָׁב מֵאַחֲרַי וְאֶת דְבָרַי לֹא הֵקִים וַיִחַר לִשְׁמוּאֵל 
 כָל הַלָיְלָה: ה'וַיִזְעַק אֶל 
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10. I Samuel 16:1-7 
1And the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have 

rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and set out; I am sending 

you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have decided on one of his sons to be king.” 
2Samuel replied, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” The LORD 

answered, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the 

LORD’…6When they arrived and he saw Eliab, he thought: “Surely the LORD’s 

anointed stands before Him.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Pay no attention to 

his appearance or his stature, for I have rejected him. For not as man sees [does the 

LORD see]; man sees only what is visible, but the LORD sees into the heart.”  

 
  ז-:אטז 'שמואל א

אֶל שְׁמוּאֵל עַד מָתַי אַתָה מִתְאַבֵל אֶל שָׁאוּל וַאֲנִי מְאַסְתִיו מִמְלֹךְ עַל יִשְרָאֵל  ה'וַיֹּאמֶר )א( 
)ב( וַיֹּאמֶר  מַלֵא קַרְנְךָ שֶׁמֶן וְלֵךְ אֶשְׁלָחֲךָ אֶל יִשַׁי בֵית הַלַחְמִי כִי רָאִיתִי בְבָנָיו לִי מֶלֶךְ:

 ה'עֶגְלַת בָקָר תִקַח בְיָדֶךָ וְאָמַרְתָ לִזְבֹּחַ לַ  ה'וּל וַהֲרָגָנִי וַיֹּאמֶר שְׁמוּאֵל אֵיךְ אֵלֵךְ וְשָׁמַע שָׁא
: ה')ו( וַיְהִי בְבוֹּאָם וַיַרְא אֶת אֱלִיאָב וַיֹּאמֶר אַךְ נֶגֶד  ...בָאתִי: אֶל  ה')ז( וַיֹּאמֶר  מְשִׁיחוֹּ

תוֹּ כִי מְאַסְתִיהוּ כִי לֹא אֲשֶׁר יִרְאֶה הָאָדָם כִי שְׁמוּאֵל אַל תַבֵט אֶל מַרְאֵהוּ וְאֶל גְבֹּהַּ קוֹּמָ 
 יִרְאֶה לַלֵבָב: ה'הָאָדָם יִרְאֶה לַעֵינַיִם וַ 

11. Tanhuma Buber Mikketz 6 

And even Samuel—who was likened to Moses and Aaron—because he said “I am 

the seer” (9:19). God said to him: “You said ‘I am the seer’; by your life tomorrow 

I will show you if you are indeed a seer.  As it is written, ‘Fill your horn with oil 

and set out; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have decided on one 

of his sons to be king.’” (16:1).  When he arrived it is written, “When they arrived 

and he saw Eliab,” he thought: “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands before Him” 

(16:6).  God replied, “You are the one who said ‘I am the seer’! ‘Pay no attention 

to his appearance’” (16:7). 
 ותנחומא )בובר( מקץ 

ה שקול כנגד משה ואהרן, על שאמר לשאול אנכי הרואה )שמואל א' ט יט(, ואף שמואל שהי
א"ל הקב"ה אתה אמרת אנכי הרואה, חייך למחר אני מראה לך אם רואה אתה, שנאמר מלא 

קרנך שמן ולך )בא( ]ואשלחך[ אל ישי בית הלחמי כי ראיתי בבניו לי מלך )שמואל א' טז א(, 
רא את אליאב ויאמר אך נגד ה' משיחו )שמואל א' ט"ז ו(, כיון שהלך מה כתיב, ויהי בבואם וי

 א"ל הקב"ה אתה הוא שאמרת אנכי הרואה, אל תבט אל מראהו וגו' )שמואל א' ט"ז ז(.
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OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF SAMUEL 
 

SAMUEL (I Samuel Chapters 1-7) 

 
Chapter 1: Hannah prays for son, Samuel born 

Chapter 2: Contrasts between Eli’s sons and Samuel 

Chapter 3: Samuel’s prophetic initiation—downfall of Eli 

Chapters 4-6: Ark captured by Philistines, Eli’s sons killed, Eli dies. 

Ark wreaks havoc with Philistines, return it 

Chapter 7: Battle vs. Philistines, Samuel prays and Israel wins 

 

SAMUEL AND SAUL (I Samuel Chapters 8-15) 
 

 Chapter 8:  People request king; Samuel angry, God approves 

Chapters 9-10: Saul divinely chosen as king, anointed, coronation 

Chapter 11:  Saul defeats Ammonites, gains new respect 

Chapter 12:  Second coronation, Samuel condemns people for king 

Chapters 13-14: Battle at Michmash: Jonathan hero, Saul sins 

Chapter 15:   Battle against Amalek, Saul rejected as king 

 

SAUL AND DAVID (I Samuel Chapters 16-31; II Samuel chapter 1) 
 

 Chapter 16:  David anointed; becomes musician for Saul 

Chapter 17:  David kills Goliath, becomes national hero 

Chapter 18:  Jonathan and Michal love David; Saul jealous 

Chapter 19: Saul tries to kill David, Michal saves him 

Chapter 20:  Jonathan speaks up for David, Saul furious 

Chapters 21-22: Priests of Nob feed David, Saul massacres them  

Chapter 23:  Saul pursues David 

Chapter 24: David has opportunity to kill Saul but cuts corner of 

his robe instead; Saul admits David will be next king 

Chapter 25:  David and Nabal-Abigail 

Chapter 26:  David has opportunity to kill Saul but spares him 

Chapter 27:  David flees to Philistines 

Chapter 28: Saul goes to witch; Samuel’s spirit tells him that will 

soon die 

Chapter 29: Philistines do not allow David to join them  

Chapter 30:  David defeats Amalekites 

Chapter 31:  Saul and sons killed at Mount Gilboa 

Chapter 1:  David learns of defeat, eulogizes Saul and Jonathan 
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DAVID CONSOLIDATES MONARCHY (II Samuel chapters 2-10) 

 
Chapter 2: David’s capital in Hebron; Ish-bosheth king of north 

Chapter 3:  Abner agrees to turn kingdom to David; Joab kills him 

Chapter 4:  Ish-bosheth assassinated; David kills assassins 

Chapter 5:  David captures Jerusalem; defeats Philistines 

Chapter 6:  David moves Ark to Jerusalem 

Chapter 7: David wants to build Temple; God says no but 

promises eternal dynasty to David 

Chapter 8:  David’s military successes 

Chapter 9:  David kind to Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s son 

Chapter 10:  Ammon makes trouble, David defeats Aramean allies 

 

BATHSHEBA AND AFTERMATH (II Samuel chapters 11-20) 

 
Chapter 11:  During battle with Ammon, affair with Bathsheba 

Chapter 12:  Nathan’s prophetic condemnation of David 

Chapter 13:  Amnon rapes Tamar, Absalom kills him, flees 

Chapter 14:  David and Absalom appear to reconcile 

Chapters 15-19: Absalom revolts against David, killed 

Chapter 20: David snubs northern tribes, Sheba son of 

Bichri revolts; killed, battle over 

 

APPENDIX (II Samuel chapters 21-24) 

 
Chapter 21: David kills seven members of Saul’s family because of 

Gibeonite fiasco; some stories of military heroics 

Chapter 22:  David’s psalm after Saul was killed 

Chapter 23:  More military heroics 

Chapter 24: David purchases place of Temple 
 


