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1. 1 Samuel 16:12-14

1250 they sent and brought him. He was ruddy-cheeked, bright-eyed, and
handsome. And the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” *3Samuel
took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit
of the LORD gripped David from that day on. Samuel then set out for Ramah.
“Now the spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the
LORD began to terrify him.
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2. 1 Samuel 17:55-58

®When Saul saw David going out to assault the Philistine, he asked his
army commander Abner, “Whose son is that boy, Abner?”” And Abner
replied, “By your life, Your Majesty, I do not know.” *“Then find out
whose son that young fellow is,” the king ordered. °’So when David
returned after killing the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him to
Saul, with the head of the Philistine still in his hand. ®8Saul said to him,
“Whose son are you, my boy?” And David answered, “The son of your
servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.”
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3. 1 Samuel chapter 18

'When [David] finished speaking with Saul, Jonathan’s soul became bound
up with the soul of David; Jonathan loved David as himself...*Jonathan took
off the cloak and tunic he was wearing and gave them to David, together
with his sword, bow, and belt. °David went out [with the troops], and he was
successful in every mission on which Saul sent him, and Saul put him in
command of all the soldiers; this pleased all the troops and Saul’s courtiers
as well. ®When the [troops] came home [and] David returned from killing
the Philistine, the women of all the towns of Israel came out singing and




dancing to greet King Saul with timbrels, shouting, and sistrums. "The
women sang as they danced, and they chanted: Saul has slain his thousands;
David, his tens of thousands! 8Saul was much distressed and greatly vexed
about the matter. For he said, “To David they have given tens of thousands,
and to me they have given thousands. All that he lacks is the kingship!™...

2ONow Michal daughter of Saul had fallen in love with David; and
when this was reported to Saul, he was pleased...??And Saul said, “Say this
to David: ‘The king desires no other bride-price than the foreskins of a
hundred Philistines, as vengeance on the king’s enemies.””—Saul intended
to bring about David’s death at the hands of the Philistines.
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4. | Samuel chapter 25
3The man’s name was Nabal, and his wife’s name was Abigail. The woman
was intelligent and beautiful, but the man, a Calebite, was a hard man and
an evildoer...!®Nabal answered David’s servants, “Who is David? Who is
the son of Jesse? There are many slaves nowadays who run away from their
masters. *Should I then take my bread and my water, and the meat that |
slaughtered for my own shearers, and give them to men who come from |
don’t know where?”...*3And David said to his men, “Gird on your swords.”
Each girded on his sword; David too girded on his sword. About four
hundred men went up after David, while two hundred remained with the
baggage...

2\When Abigail saw David, she quickly dismounted from the ass and threw
herself face down before David, bowing to the ground. ?*Prostrate at his feet, she
pleaded, “Let the blame be mine, my lord, but let your handmaid speak to you;
hear your maid’s plea. 2Please, my lord, pay no attention to that wretched fellow
Nabal. For he is just what his name says: His name means ‘boor’ and he is a boor.
“Your handmaid did not see the young men whom my lord sent...3!do not let this
be a cause of stumbling and of faltering courage to my lord that you have shed
blood needlessly and that my lord sought redress with his own hands. And when
the LORD has prospered my lord, remember your maid.” *’David said to Abigail,
“Praised be the LORD, the God of Israel, who sent you this day to meet me!




3"The next morning, when Nabal had slept off the wine, his wife told him
everything that had happened; and his courage died within him, and he became
like a stone. *8About ten days later the LORD struck Nabal and he died. **When
David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Praised be the LORD who championed
my cause against the insults of Nabal and held back His servant from wrongdoing;
the LORD has brought Nabal’s wrongdoing down on his own head.” David sent
messengers to propose marriage to Abigail, to take her as his wife.
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5. Meqgillah 14a-b

..She replied: Are capital cases tried at night? He said to her: (14b) He
[Nabal] is a rebel against the king and no trial is necessary for him. She
replied; Saul is still alive, and your fame is not yet spread abroad in the world.
Then he said to her: Blessed be thy discretion and blessed be thou, that hast
kept me this day from bloodguiltiness. The word damim [bloodguiltiness] is
plural, to indicate two kinds of blood. The passage teaches that she bared her
thigh and he went three parasangs by the light of it. He said, Listen to me. She
replied, Let not this be a stumbling-block to you (25:31). The word this implies
that something else would be, and what was that? The incident of Bathsheba;
and so it was eventually.
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