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1. Bava Batra 14b

Our Rabbis taught: The order of the Prophets is, Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and the Twelve Minor Prophets...Let us see again. Isaiah was
prior to Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Then why should not Isaiah be placed first? Because the
Book of Kings ends with a record of destruction and Jeremiah speaks throughout of
destruction and Ezekiel commences with destruction and ends with consolation and
Isaiah is all consolation; therefore we put destruction next to destruction and consolation
next to consolation.
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2. lsaiah 1:1
The prophecies of Isaiah son of Amoz, who prophesied concerning Judah and
Jerusalem in the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
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3. Meqgillah 14a
Only the prophecy which contained a lesson for future generations was written down, and
that which did not contain such a lesson was not written.
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4. Rashi on Hullin 137a
Torat Moshe is called “Torah” because it was given for all generations. The prophets are
called only kabbalah, since they received each prophecy through divine inspiration for
the needs of their time and generation.
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5. Isaiah 1:7-9

"Your land is a waste, your cities burnt down; before your eyes, the yield of your
soil is consumed by strangers—a wasteland as overthrown by strangers! 8Fair Zion
is left like a booth in a vineyard, like a hut in a cucumber field, like a city
beleaguered. °Had not the LORD of Hosts left us some survivors, we should be like

Sodom, another Gomorrabh.
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6. lsaiah 1:10-17

OHear the word of the LORD, you chieftains of Sodom; give ear to our God’s
instruction, you folk of Gomorrah! “What need have I of all your sacrifices?”
Says the LORD. “I am sated with burnt offerings of rams, and suet of fatlings, and
blood of bulls; and | have no delight in lambs and he-goats...1®Wash yourselves
clean; Put your evil doings away from My sight. Cease to do evil; Y’Learn to do
good. Devote yourselves to justice; aid the wronged. Uphold the rights of the
orphan; defend the cause of the widow.
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7. lsaiah 1:18-25

18Come, let us reach an understanding—says the LORD. Be your sins like crimson,
they can turn snow-white; be they red as dyed wool, they can become like
fleece... ?*Assuredly, this is the declaration of the Sovereign, the LORD of Hosts,
the Mighty One of Israel: “Ah, I will get satisfaction from My foes; I will wreak
vengeance on My enemies! 2°1 will turn My hand against you, and smelt out your
dross as with lye, and remove all your slag.
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8. lIsaiah 2:2-4

?In the days to come, the Mount of the LORD’s House shall stand firm above the
mountains and tower above the hills; and all the nations shall gaze on it with joy.
3And the many peoples shall go and say: “Come, let us go up to the Mount of the
LORD, to the House of the God of Jacob; that He may instruct us in His ways, and
that we may walk in His paths.” For instruction shall come forth from Zion, the
word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4Thus He will judge among the nations and
arbitrate for the many peoples, and they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not take up sword against nation;
they shall never again know war.
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9. Isaiah 5:18-26
18Ah, those who haul sin with cords of falsehood and iniquity as with cart ropes! **Who
say, “Let Him speed, let Him hasten His purpose, if we are to give thought; let the plans
of the Holy One of Israel be quickly fulfilled, if we are to give heed”...?That is why the
LORD’s anger was roused against His people, why He stretched out His arm against it and
struck it, so that the mountains quaked, and its corpses lay like refuse in the streets. Yet
his anger has not turned back, and His arm is outstretched still. 2He will raise an ensign
to a nation afar, whistle to one at the end of the earth. There it comes with lightning
speed!
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10. Isaiah chapter 6
1In the year that King Uzziah died, | beheld my Lord seated on a high and lofty throne;
and the skirts of His robe filled the Temple. ?Seraphs stood in attendance on Him. Each
of them had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his legs, and
with two he would fly. 3And one would call to the other, “Holy, holy, holy! The LORD of
Hosts! His presence fills all the earth!” “The doorposts would shake at the sound of the
one who called, and the House kept filling with smoke. °I cried, “Woe is me; | am lost!
For I am a man of unclean lips and | live among a people of unclean lips; yet my own
eyes have beheld the King LORD of Hosts.” Then one of the seraphs flew over to me
with a live coal, which he had taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. "He touched it to
my lips and declared, “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt shall depart and
your sin be purged away.”
8Then I heard the voice of my Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for
us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me.” °And He said, “Go, say to that people: ‘Hear,
indeed, but do not understand; see, indeed, but do not grasp.” *®Dull that people’s mind,
stop its ears, and seal its eyes—Iest, seeing with its eyes and hearing with its ears, it also
grasp with its mind, and repent and save itself.” I asked, “How long, my Lord?” And
He replied: “Till towns lie waste without inhabitants and houses without people, and the
ground lies waste and desolate—'2For the LorD will banish the population—and
deserted sites are many in the midst of the land. **But while a tenth part yet remains in
it, it shall repent. It shall be ravaged like the terebinth and the oak, of which stumps are
left even when they are felled: its stump shall be a holy seed.”
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OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

Chapters 1-12
Essence of Isaiah’s prophecies. Traces his prophetic career
through the periods of the four monarchs.

Chapters 13-23
Prophecies regarding the nations.

Chapters 24-27
Redemption epilogue to chapter 13-23. Wicked will be
destroyed, righteous saved.

Chapters 28-33
Rebukes, particularly during Hezekiah’s reign.

Chapters 34-35
Similar to chapter 24-27, redemption epilogue.

Chapters 36-39
Hezekiah narratives, fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecies.

Chapters 40-66
Consolations pertaining to the Return to Zion period. There are
many rebukes as well.



