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1. Jeremiah chapter 36

1In the fourth year of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah
from the LoRD: 2Get a scroll and write upon it all the words that | have spoken to you—
concerning Israel and Judah and all the nations—from the time I first spoke to you in the
days of Josiah to this day. 3Perhaps when the House of Judah hear of all the disasters |
intend to bring upon them, they will turn back from their wicked ways, and | will pardon
their iniquity and their sin. So Jeremiah called Baruch son of Neriah; and Baruch wrote
down in the scroll, at Jeremiah’s dictation, all the words which the LORD had spoken to
him... 2And every time Jehudi read three or four columns, [the king] would cut it up
with a scribe’s knife and throw it into the fire in the brazier, until the entire scroll was
consumed by the fire in the brazier...?’The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah after the
king had burned the scroll containing the words that Baruch had written at Jeremiah’s
dictation: 2Get yourself another scroll, and write upon it the same words that were in the
first scroll that was burned by King Jehoiakim of Judah...3?So Jeremiah got another
scroll and gave it to the scribe Baruch son of Neriah. And at Jeremiah’s dictation, he
wrote in it the whole text of the scroll that King Jehoiakim of Judah had burned; and
more of the like was added.
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2. Jeremiah 25:1-12
The word which came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the
fourth year of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, which was the first year of
King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon. ?This is what the prophet Jeremiah said to all
the people of Judah and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 3From the thirteenth
year of King Josiah son of Amon of Judah, to this day—these twenty-three

years—the word of the LORD has come to me. | have spoken to you persistently,
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but you would not listen...8Assuredly, thus said the LORD of Hosts: Because you
would not listen to My words, °I am going to send for all the peoples of the
north—declares the LORD—and for My servant, King Nebuchadrezzar of
Babylon, and bring them against this land and its inhabitants, and against all those
nations roundabout. | will exterminate them and make them a desolation, an object
of hissing—ruins for all time. 1°And | will banish from them the sound of mirth
and gladness, the voice of bridegroom and bride, and the sound of the mill and the
light of the lamp. 11 This whole land shall be a desolate ruin. And those nations
shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. ?When the seventy years are over, |
will punish the king of Babylon and that nation and the land of the Chaldeans for

their sins—declares the LOrRD—and | will make it a desolation for all time.
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3. Rashi on Jeremiah 25:1

“In the fourth year”: the year when their decree was sealed that they would be
exiled and drink from the “cup of wrath”...Before the decree God told the prophet
to rebuke them since perhaps they would repent and their decree would not be
sealed.
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4. Jeremiah 20:7-18

"You enticed me, O LORD, and I was enticed; You overpowered me and You
prevailed. I have become a constant laughingstock, everyone jeers at me...°l
thought, “I will not mention Him, no more will I speak in His name”—but [His
word] was like a raging fire in my heart, shut up in my bones; I could not hold it
in, I was helpless. °I heard the whispers of the crowd—terror all around: “Inform!
Let us inform against him!” All my [supposed] friends are waiting for me to
stumble: “Perhaps he can be entrapped, and we can prevail against him and take
our vengeance on him.” !But the LORD is with me like a mighty warrior;
therefore my persecutors shall stumble; they shall not prevail and shall not
succeed. They shall be utterly shamed with a humiliation for all time, which shall
not be forgotten. 120 LORD of Hosts, You who test the righteous, who examine the
heart and the mind, let me see Your retribution upon them, for | lay my case
before You. 13Sing unto the LORD, praise the LORD, for He has rescued the needy
from the hands of evildoers! *Accursed be the day that | was born! Let not the day
be blessed when my mother bore me! **Accursed be the man who brought my




father the news and said, “A boy is born to you,” and gave him such joy! ®Let that
man become like the cities which the LORD overthrew without relenting! Let him
hear shrieks in the morning and battle shouts at noontide—*"Because he did not
Kill me before birth so that my mother might be my grave, and her womb big [with
me] for all time. Why did I ever issue from the womb, to see misery and woe, to

spend all my days in shame!
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5. Jeremiah 29:4-10

“Thus said the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel, to the whole community which |
exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon: °Build houses and live in them, plant gardens
and eat their fruit. °Take wives and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for
your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and
daughters. Multiply there, do not decrease. 'And seek the welfare of the city to
which | have exiled you and pray to the LORD in its behalf; for in its prosperity
you shall prosper. 8For thus said the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: Let not the
prophets and diviners in your midst deceive you, and pay no heed to the dreams
they dream. °For they prophesy to you in My name falsely; | did not send them—
declares the LORD. °For thus said the LORD: When Babylon’s seventy years are
over, | will take note of you, and | will fulfill to you My promise of favor—to
bring you back to this place.
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6. Jeremiah chapter 31

BThus said the LORD: A cry is heard in Ramah—wailing, bitter weeping—Rachel
weeping for her children. She refuses to be comforted For her children, who are
gone. ®Thus said the LORD: Restrain your voice from weeping, your eyes from
shedding tears; for there is a reward for your labor—declares the LORD: They shall
return from the enemy’s land. *’And there is hope for your future—declares the
LORD: Your children shall return to their country...

%Thus said the LORD, Who established the sun for light by day, the laws of moon
and stars for light by night, Who stirs up the sea into roaring waves, Whose name is
LorD of Hosts: *If these laws should ever be annulled by Me—declares the LORD—only
then would the offspring of Israel cease to be a nation before Me for all time.
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7. Ezral:1-2

YIn the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, when the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah
was fulfilled, the LORD roused the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia to issue a proclamation
throughout his realm by word of mouth and in writing as follows: >Thus said King
Cyrus of Persia: The LORD God of Heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth

and has charged me with building Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
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