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1. Hagigah 13a
Rab Judah said: That man be remembered for blessing, namely, Hananiah b.

Hezekiah: but for him, the Book of Ezekiel would have been withdrawn, for its
words contradict the words of the Torah. What did he do? Three hundred garab of
oil were brought up to him, and he sat in an upper chamber and expounded it. The
Rabbis taught: There was once a child who was reading at his teacher’s house the
Book of Ezekiel, and he apprehended what Hashmal was, whereupon a fire went
forth from Hashmal and consumed him. So they sought to suppress the Book of

Ezekiel.
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2. Ezekiel 1:1-4
In the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, when I was in the
community of exiles by the Chebar Canal, the heavens opened and | saw visions
of God. 20n the fifth day of the month—it was the fifth year of the exile of King
Jehoiachin—3the word of the LORD came to the priest Ezekiel son of Buzi, by the
Chebar Canal, in the land of the Chaldeans. And the hand of the LORD came upon
him there.*l looked, and lo, a stormy wind came sweeping out of the north—a
huge cloud and flashing fire, surrounded by a radiance; and in the center of it, in
the center of the fire, a gleam as of amber.
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3. Ezekiel 40:1
In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, the fourteenth year after the city had fallen, at
the beginning of the year, the tenth day of the month—on that very day—the hand
of the LORD came upon me, and He brought me there.
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4. Ezekiel 2:1-5

!And He said to me, “O mortal, stand up on your feet that I may speak to you.”
2As He spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me upon my feet; and I heard
what was being spoken to me. 3He said to me, “O mortal, I am sending you to the
people of Israel, that nation of rebels, who have rebelled against Me.—They as
well as their fathers have defied Me to this very day; “for the sons are brazen of
face and stubborn of heart. | send you to them, and you shall say to them: ‘Thus
said the Lord Gob’—°whether they listen or not, for they are a rebellious breed—
that they may know that there was a prophet among them.
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5. Ezekiel chapter 3
14 spirit seized me and carried me away. | went in bitterness, in the fury of my
spirit, while the hand of the LORD was strong upon me. *And | came to the exile
community that dwelt in Tel Abib by the Chebar Canal, and | remained where
they dwelt. And for seven days | sat there stunned among them.

18After those seven days, the word of the LORD came to me: 7O mortal, I appoint
you watchman for the House of Israel; and when you hear a word from My mouth, you
must warn them for Me. *8If | say to a wicked man, ‘You shall die,” and you do not warn
him—you do not speak to warn the wicked man of his wicked course in order to save his
life—he, the wicked man, shall die for his iniquity, but I will require a reckoning for his
blood from you. **But if you do warn the wicked man, and he does not turn back from his
wickedness and his wicked course, he shall die for his iniquity, but you will have saved
your own life...

24And a spirit entered into me and set me upon my feet. And He spoke to
me, and said to me: “Go, shut yourself up in your house. >°As for you, O mortal,
cords have been placed upon you, and you have been bound with them, and you
shall not go out among them. 2And | will make your tongue cleave to your palate,
and you shall be dumb; you shall not be a reprover to them, for they are a
rebellious breed. 2’But when | speak with you, | will open your mouth, and you
shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD!” He who listens will listen, and he
who does not will not—for they are a rebellious breed.”
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6. Ezekiel 24:16-22

160 mortal, I am about to take away the delight of your eyes from you through
pestilence; but you shall not lament or weep or let your tears flow. 1’Moan softly;
observe no mourning for the dead: Put on your turban and put your sandals on
your feet; do not cover over your upper lip, and do not eat the bread of
comforters.”...?!Tell the House of Israel: Thus said the Lord Gob: ‘I am going to
desecrate My Sanctuary, your pride and glory, the delight of your eyes and the
desire of your heart; and the sons and daughters you have left behind shall fall by
the sword. 22Accordingly, you shall do as I have done: you shall not cover over
your upper lips or eat the bread of comforters.
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7. Ezekiel 11:16-17

16Say then: Thus said the Lord Gob: | have indeed removed them far among the nations
and have scattered them among the countries, and | have become to them a diminished
sanctity in the countries whither they have gone. "Yet say: Thus said the Lord Gob: |
will gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of the countries where you have
been scattered, and | will give you the Land of Israel.
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OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL

Chapters 1-24
Prophecies of doom. Israel has been rotten since the beginning of
her national history in Egypt, God’s Presence now is leaving the
Temple, and there will be destruction. At the same time, there are
signs of building for the future.

Chapters 25-32
Prophecies regarding the nations.

Chapter 33
Transition: while the destruction is mentioned, there also will be
room for repentance and forging a new relationship with God.

Chapters 34-39

Prophecies of redemption: God will destroy Israel’s enemies and
purge/purify Israel.

Chapters 40-48
Vision of future Temple, and new land distribution for tribes.



