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1. Ezekiel 33:21-22

21In the twelfth year of our exile, on the fifth day of the tenth month, a fugitive
came to me from Jerusalem and reported, “The city has fallen.” 22Now the hand of
the LORD had come upon me the evening before the fugitive arrived, and He
opened my mouth before he came to me in the morning; thus my mouth was
opened and | was no longer speechless.
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2. Ezekiel 36:22-28

22Say to the House of Israel: Thus said the Lord Gob: Not for your sake will | act,
O House of Israel, but for My holy name, which you have caused to be profaned
among the nations to which you have come. ZI will sanctify My great name which
has been profaned among the nations—among whom you have caused it to be
profaned. And the nations shall know that I am the LORD—declares the Lord
Gob—when I manifest My holiness before their eyes through you. 241 will take
you from among the nations and gather you from all the countries, and | will bring
you back to your own land. 2°1 will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall
be clean: | will cleanse you from all your uncleanness and from all your fetishes.
26And I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit into you: | will remove the
heart of stone from your body and give you a heart of flesh; 2’and I will put My
spirit into you. Thus | will cause you to follow My laws and faithfully to observe
My rules. 2Then you shall dwell in the land which I gave to your fathers, and you
shall be My people and | will be your God.
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3. Ezekiel 37:11-14

1 And He said to me, “O mortal, these bones are the whole House of Israel. They
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, our hope is gone; we are doomed.” *?Prophesy,
therefore, and say to them: Thus said the Lord Gob: | am going to open your
graves and lift you out of the graves, O My people, and bring you to the land of
Israel. 2*You shall know, O My people, that | am the LORD, when | have opened
your graves and lifted you out of your graves. **I will put My breath into you and
you shall live again, and | will set you upon your own soil. Then you shall know
that | the LORD have spoken and have acted”—declares the LORD.
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4. Ezekiel 38:22-23

221 will punish him with pestilence and with bloodshed; and I will pour torrential rain,

hailstones, and sulfurous fire upon him and his hordes and the many peoples with him.
23Thus will I manifest My greatness and My holiness, and make Myself known in the

sight of many nations. And they shall know that | am the LORD.
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5. Berakhot 3a
R. Yosei entered into one of the ruins of Jerusalem to pray. Elijah appeared...He asked
me, what did you hear in this ruin? | replied: | heard a divine voice, cooing like a dove,
and saying: Woe to the children, on account of whose sins | destroyed My house and
burnt My temple and exiled them among the nations of the world! He said to me: ...Not
in this moment alone does it so exclaim, but three times each day it says this! And more
than that, whenever the Israelites go into the synagogues and schoolhouses and respond:
May His great name be blessed (yehei shemei ha-gadol mevorakh), God shakes His head
and says: Happy is the King who is thus praised in this house! Woe to the Father who had
to banish His children, and woe to the children who had to be banished from the table of

their Father!
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6. Ezekiel 40:1-2

!In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, the fourteenth year after the city had fallen,
at the beginning of the year, the tenth day of the month—on that very day—the
hand of the LORD came upon me, and He brought me there. 2He brought me, in
visions of God, to the Land of Israel, and He set me down on a very high mountain
on which there seemed to be the outline of a city on the south.
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7. Ezekiel 43:1-4

Then he led me to a gate, the gate that faced east. 2And there, coming from the
east with a roar like the roar of mighty waters, was the Presence of the God of
Israel, and the earth was lit up by His Presence. 3The vision was like the vision |
had seen when | came to destroy the city, the very same vision that | had seen by
the Chebar Canal. Forthwith, I fell on my face. The Presence of the LORD entered
the Temple by the gate that faced eastward.
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8. Menahot 45a
Thus says the Lord God, In the first month, in the first day of the month thou shalt
take a young bullock without blemish, and you shall offer it as a sin-offering in the
sanctuary (Ezek. 45:18). A sin-offering? But surely it is a burnt-offering (see
Num. 28:11)? — R. Johanan said, This passage will be interpreted by Elijah in the
future. R. Ashi said, [It refers to] the special consecration offering [to be] offered
in the time of Ezra just as it was offered in the time of Moses...
Rab Judah said in the name of Rab, That man is to be remembered for
good, and Hanina b. Hezekiah is his name; for were it not for him the Book of
Ezekiel would have been suppressed, since its sayings contradicted the words of
the Torah. What did he do? He took up with him three hundred barrels of oil and
remained there in the upper chamber until he had explained away everything.
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9. Meqillah 2b
R. Jeremiah — or you may also say R. Hiyya b. Abba — also said: The [alternative forms

of the] letters M'N'Z'P'K were prescribed by the Watchmen (the prophets). Do you really
think so? Is it not written, These are the commandments (Lev. 27:34), which implies that

no prophet is at liberty to introduce anything new henceforward!
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10. R. Eliezer of Beaugency, introduction to Ezekiel

[Ezekiel] did not explain from what date he was counting thirty years. Even though the
Targum is straight, and points to the time when Hilkiah the priest found the Torah scroll,
this is not a common way for verses to speak. Admittedly there is no alternative, even
though we do not understand why he would count in this manner. However, it appears in
light of the entire book that we can offer a reason: you will not find a prophet exhorting
his generation about Torah and the commandments except for [Ezekiel]. Most of his
words echo the style of the Torah, and he repeated nearly the entire Torah to them...as
though he were giving the Torah to them anew...Therefore he counted the date from the
time [the scroll of the Torah] was found, since the essence of his book was dependent on
it.
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