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1. Ruth Rabbah 2:14
R. Zei’ra said: This scroll [of Ruth] tells us nothing either of cleanliness or of
uncleanliness, either of prohibition or permission. For what purpose then was it
written? To teach how great is the reward of those who do deeds of kindness.
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2. Ruth1:1-5

!In the days when the chieftains ruled, there was a famine in the land; and a man of
Bethlehem in Judah, with his wife and two sons, went to reside in the country of
Moab. 2The man’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s name was Naomi, and his two sons
were named Mahlon and Chilion—Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah. They came to
the country of Moab and remained there. 3Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she
was left with her two sons. “They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the
other Ruth, and they lived there about ten years. °Then those two—Mahlon and
Chilion—also died; so the woman was left without her two sons and without her

husband.
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3. Ruth 1:9, 15
®May the LORD grant that each of you find security in the house of a husband!” And
she kissed them farewell. They broke into weeping... 1°So she said, “See, your sister-
in-law has returned to her people and her gods. Go follow your sister-in-law.”
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4. Ruth Rabbah 2:16

R. Samuel b. Nahmani said in the name of R. Judah b. Hanina: Three times is it
written here ‘turn back’, corresponding to the three times that a would-be
proselyte is repulsed; but if he persists after that, he is accepted.
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5. Ruth Zuta 1:8

Why did Naomi want to return them? So that she would not be embarrassed by
them. We find that there were ten markets in Jerusalem, and they [i.e., the classes
of people who shopped at each] never intermingled...The people were recognized
by their clothing — what one class wore, another would not.
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6. Ruth 2:5-8
Boaz said to the servant who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose girl is that?” 5The
servant in charge of the reapers replied, “She is a Moabite girl who came back with
Naomi from the country of Moab. “She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among
the sheaves behind the reapers.” She has been on her feet ever since she came this
morning. She has rested but little in the hut.” ®Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen to me,
daughter. Don’t go to glean in another field. Don’t go elsewhere, but stay here close to
my girls.
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7. Ruth 2:12
May the LORD reward your deeds. May you have a full recompense from the LORD,

the God of Israel, under whose wings you have sought refuge!
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8. Ruth 3:10-11
¥He exclaimed, “Be blessed of the LORD, daughter! Your latest deed of loyalty is
greater than the first, in that you have not turned to younger men, whether poor or
rich. *And now, daughter, have no fear. | will do in your behalf whatever you ask, for
all the elders of my town know what a fine woman you are.

N> ) D)
27 DN DIN2D MNN NI2 YN YWUNID 19 PWINNRD TTON NIVID N2 /N2 AN NN NN (7)
23N NYN D MY Y ':D VaALRs) T2 NYYN P IINR YN 55 m‘mm SN N2 mm () 'vw DON)

N

9. Vayikra Rabbah 34:8
R. Isaac commented: The Torah teaches you that when a person performs a good
deed he should do so with a cheerful heart . . . . If Boaz had known that the Holy
One, blessed be He, would have it written of him that he Gave her parched corn
(2:14), he would have given her fatted calves!
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10. Bava Batra 91a

Rabbah, son of R. Huna, said in the name of Rab: Ibzan is Boaz. What does he
come to teach us [by this statement]...Boaz made for his sons a hundred and
twenty wedding feasts, for it is said, And he [Ibzan] had thirty sons, and thirty
daughters he sent abroad, and thirty daughters he brought in from abroad for his
sons; and he judged Israel seven years (Jud. 12:9); and in the case of everyone [of
these] he made two wedding feasts, one in the house of the father and one in the
house of the father-in-law. To none of them did he invite Manoah, [for] he said,
‘Whereby will the barren mule repay me?’ All these died in his lifetime.
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11.Bereshit 12:1-2
The Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land and from your father’s
house to the land that | will show you. | will make of you a great nation, and | will
bless you; | will make your name great, and you shall be a blessing.”
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12.Ruth 2:11
Boaz said in reply, “I have been told of all that you did for your mother-in-law
after the death of your husband, how you left your father and mother and the land

of your birth and came to a people you had not known before.”
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13.Ruth Zuta 1:7
“She left the place”: why did Scripture include her leaving and arrival? God said,
“May Ruth, who is a convert and did not contradict her mother-in-law; come and
rebuke Israel who have rebelled against me.”
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