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1. Jeremiah 25:11
This whole land shall be a desolate ruin. And those nations shall serve the king of
Babylon seventy years.
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2. Jeremiah 29:10

For thus said the LORD: When Babylon’s seventy years are over, [ will take note
of you, and I will fulfill to you My promise of favor—to bring you back to this
place.
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3. Ezra1:1-2

YIn the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, when the word of the Lord spoken by
Jeremiah was fulfilled, the Lord roused the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia to issue
a proclamation throughout his realm by word of mouth and in writing as follows:
2«Thus said King Cyrus of Persia: The Lord God of Heaven has given me all the
kingdoms of the earth and has charged me with building Him a house in

Jerusalem, which is in Judah.”
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4, Ezra2:1-2,64

These are the people of the province who came up from among the captive exiles
whom King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had carried into exile to Babylon, who
returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his own city, 2who came with
Zerubbabel, Jeshua...®*The sum of the entire community was 42,360.
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5. Ezra3:12-13

2Many of the priests and Levites and the chiefs of the clans, the old men who had
seen the first house, wept loudly at the sight of the founding of this house. Many
others shouted joyously at the top of their voices. 1*The people could not
distinguish the shouts of joy from the people’s weeping, for the people raised a

great shout, the sound of which could be heard from afar.
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6. Yoma 21b

In five things the first Sanctuary differed from the second: in the ark, the ark-cover, and
the Cherubim, the fire, the Shekhina, the Holy Spirit [of Prophecy], and the Urim and
Thummim [the Oracle Plate].
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7. Ezra4:1-5

When the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were
building a Temple to the Lord God of Israel, they approached Zerubbabel and the
chiefs of the clans and said to them, “Let us build with you, since we too worship
your God, having offered sacrifices to Him since the time of King Esarhaddon of
Assyria, who brought us here.” *Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the chiefs of
the clans of Israel answered them, “It is not for you and us to build a House to our
God, but we alone will build it to the LORD God of Israel, in accord with the
charge that the king, King Cyrus of Persia, laid upon us.” “Thereupon the people
of the land undermined the resolve of the people of Judah, and made them afraid
to build. °They bribed ministers in order to thwart their plans all the years of King

Cyrus of Persia and until the reign of King Darius of Persia.
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8. Ezra5:1-2
Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah son of Iddo, prophesied to
the Jews in Judah and Jerusalem, inspired by the God of Israel. 2Thereupon
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Joshua son of Jozadak began rebuilding the House

of God in Jerusalem, with the full support of the prophets of God.
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9. Ezra9:9

For bondsmen we are, though even in our bondage God has not forsaken us, but
has disposed the king of Persia favorably toward us, to furnish us with sustenance
and to raise again the House of our God, repairing its ruins and giving us a hold in
Judah and Jerusalem.
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10.Ezra 9:1-4

When this was over, the officers approached me, saying, “The people of Israel and
the priests and Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the land
whose abhorrent practices are like those of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the
Amorites. They have taken their daughters as wives for themselves and for their
sons, so that the holy seed has become intermingled with the peoples of the land;
and it is the officers and prefects who have taken the lead in this trespass.” When I
heard this, | rent my garment and robe, | tore hair out of my head and beard, and |
sat desolate. Around me gathered all who were concerned over the words of the
God of Israel because of the returning exiles’ trespass, while I sat desolate until

the evening offering.
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11.Ezra 10:1-4
While Ezra was praying and making confession, weeping and prostrating himself
before the House of God, a very great crowd of Israelites gathered about him,
men, women, and children; the people were weeping bitterly. 2Then Shecaniah son
of Jehiel of the family of Elam spoke up and said to Ezra, “We have trespassed
against our God by bringing into our homes foreign women from the peoples of
the land; but there is still hope for Israel despite this. 3Now then, let us make a
covenant with our God to expel all these women and those who have been born to
them, in accordance with the bidding of the LORD and of all who are concerned
over the commandment of our God, and let the Teaching be obeyed. *Take action,
for the responsibility is yours and we are with you. Act with resolve!”
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12.Nehemiah 1:3

They replied, “The survivors who have survived the captivity there in the province
are in dire trouble and disgrace; Jerusalem’s wall is full of breaches, and its gates
have been destroyed by fire.”
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13. Nehemiah 13:14, 22, 30-31

140 my God, remember me favorably for this, and do not blot out the devotion |
showed toward the House of my God and its attendants...??| gave orders to the
Levites to purify themselves and come and guard the gates, to preserve the
sanctity of the sabbath. This too, O my God, remember to my credit, and spare me
in accord with your abundant faithfulness...%°l purged them of every foreign
element, and arranged for the priests and the Levites to work each at his task by
shifts, 3'and for the wood offering [to be brought] at fixed times and for the first
fruits. O my God, remember it to my credit!
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14. Sanhedrin 93b

The whole subject matter of [the Book of] Ezra was narrated by Nehemiah the son of
Hacaliah; why then was the book not called by his name? R. Jeremiah b. Abba said:
Because he claimed merit for himself, as it is written (Neh. 5:19), “O my God, remember
to my credit.” R. Joseph said: Because he spoke disparagingly of his predecessors, as it is
written (Neh. 5:15), “The former governors who preceded me laid heavy burdens on the
people, and took from them bread and wine more than forty shekels of silver, etc.”
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15. Sanhedrin 21b
Rabbi Yosei said: Had Moses not preceded him, Ezra would have been worthy of
receiving the Torah for Israel.
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