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THE LAND OF ISRAEL IN TANAKH #4 

Second Temple Period 

 

I. A Miracle of History 

A. Total darkness at Hurban, most Jews thought it was the end of the 

God-Israel covenant. Yirmiyahu (29:4-10) and Yehezkel (37:11-

12) lead the way to give prophetic vision beyond despair. 

 

B. After generations of exile, the nation experienced a shocking turn 

of events. Approximately seventy years after its inception, the 

seemingly invincible Babylonian Empire suddenly collapsed in 

the wake of the Persian onslaught under Cyrus the Great.  

 

C. Even more remarkably, in 538 Cyrus permitted the Jews to return 

to Israel and rebuild the Temple. All of a sudden, the once 

seemingly impossible prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel were 

being realized before the people’s eyes. 

 

1. The Book of Ezra opens with a reference to Jeremiah’s 

prophecies, celebrating this miracle of history (1:1-4). 

 

2. Eternal oath/gift of Land to Israel. 

 

II. Success and Setbacks in the Rebuilding Process 

A. Ezra chapter 2 contains a lengthy list of the people who returned 

to Israel. The extensive coverage gives the initial impression that 

the Jewish response to Cyrus’ permission to return was 

overwhelmingly positive.  

 

B. Impression diminished by fact that only 42,360 people returned 

(Ezra 2:64). Evidently, most Jews chose to remain in exile.  

 

III. Zech 2:5-9 Third Vision: Wall of Fire Surrounding Jerusalem. 
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A. Zechariah’s vision challenged the public perception of the broken 

walls of Jerusalem as being necessarily negative (cf. Neh. 1:3; 

2:17, herpah). Instead, the breached walls presented an opportunity 

to expand the borders of the city through a massive population 

increase. Instead of physical walls, God would serve as a wall of 

fire to protect His people. 

 

B. Zech 2:10-17 Prophetic Oracles, if want Jerusalem’s population to 

explode, then exiles need to come to Israel! 
  

C. Zech 2:16 only time Israel is called holy land, אדמת הקודש.  

  

1. God doesn’t inhere in land, holiness emanates from covenant 

and bringing God’s presence (like burning bush, Sinai, 

Yehoshua at Jericho—holy land because God is there, but 

afterwards not). Holy actions also are required to sanctify 

land, not defile. 

 

2. Jerusalem called עיר הקודש only in Isa 48:2; 52:1; Dan 9:24; 

Neh 11:1, 18. 
  

3. Relatively late references. Could support idea of חזקה 

making permanent state of holiness. 
  

4. Perhaps also linked to זרע קודש in Ezra 9:1-3, different from 

reference in Isa 6:13 about righteous remnant. 

  

D. Zechariah 3:9, purification of land from sinners and sin. 

 

1. After two-step process in chapter 5, land purified. Sinners 

and sin removed. Shekhinah can return. 
  

2. In Torah, no ritual to purify land itself (unlike Mikdash)—

must remove sinners. Now, God Himself purifies land, along 

with removing sinners from land. 
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3. God’s Presence and people can return. 

 

E. Prophecies are state of potential, require human action for 

complete fulfillment.  
  

1. Malbim principle. 

 

F. Unfortunately, most Jews ignored Zechariah’s call and chose to 

remain in exile, and ideal vision never was fulfilled. In the final 

analysis, Jerusalem was better off with a wall. Approximately 75 

years later, Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem (445 BCE). 

The city was so desolate that he decreed that one-tenth of the 

Jewish community had to resettle in Jerusalem so that it would 

remain a viable city (Neh. 11:1-2). 
  

G. Within two generations, change from feeling rejected by God 

through exile-Hurban (Ps. 137:4) to being comfortable with exile. 

Diaspora life, rather than supreme curse of Torah. 
  

1. Back to discussion of Yaakov at Lavan’s house, nothing 

wrong with making a living, but fell short of covenant. 
  

H. Exile in Tanakh is exclusively a punishment for sin.  
  

1. Kuzari and other medieval writers found benefit to exile, 

influencing other people, etc. But that is making the most of 

a bad situation, rather than ideal state. 

  

I. Berakhot 4a, Yoma 9b, Kuzari II:24: messianic potential lost 

because most Jews did not return. Kuzari quotes Zech 2:10. 

 

J. Anti-despair: Mal 1:2-5, God’s love still manifest in return to land. 

Not full redemption, but sign of eternal covenant. 
  

K. Eternal positive hope: Neh 9:7-8, eternal covenant with Avraham. 
  

IV. Yehudah Elitzur (Yisrael VehaMikra, 2000, 261-279): 
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A. Radak, R. Bahya: Even if exile, no other nation will settle there 

permanently. Land eternally belongs to Avraham’s descendants, 

even when forfeit right to live there because of sins. 

 

 אחוזת עולם of today is necessary fulfillment of קיבוץ גליות .1

(Gen 17:8). 
  

2. It is up to Jews to live faithfully so that remain in land. 
  

B. General rule of history: Lands don’t remain desolate when 

conquered. They are occupied by others. 

 

1. Lev 26:32-33, ושממו עליה איביכם. Sifra:  זו מידה טובה
 Bad that destruction and exile, but good that land .שבפורענות

remains desolate so that Jews can return. 

 

2. Canaanites succeeded in exploiting natural resources of land 

(Num 13:28; Deut 6:11), but never formed nation. Yehoshua 

defeated 31 kings, city-states. 
  

3. No nation after Israel could even exploit resources, land 

remained totally desolate. 
  

4. Ramban (on Lev 26:16) saw desolation at end of his life, 

understood this as proof of God’s promise that land eternally 

belongs to Jews, and God will return them one day. 
  

5. Mark Twain was shocked in 19th century. Never saw any 

other land so desolate, abandoned, primitive as Israel. 

 

C. Another rule of history: all other people when exiled, either 

assimilate into dominant culture of host nation, or they are 

dominant because they come in large groups and take over culture 

of the new land (e.g., British in America, Spanish in Argentina). 
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1. Jews didn’t totally assimilate, and always were minority so 

could not take over any other land. Never could set up a 

lasting state elsewhere. 

 

2. If nobody persecuted Jews, we would have had hundreds of 

millions right now. If huge concentration in one land, could 

have set up permanent Jewish state.  
  

3. Curse to be scattered and downtrodden in exile (Lev 26) also 

is blessing, will always remain outsiders, small, can return 

one day. 
  

D. Jews and the land of Israel belong to each other, and need each 

other. When together, land and people flourish. When separate, 

Jews suffer and land lies desolate. 

 

E. Torah is everywhere, but ideal state is in land, place of fulfillment 

of covenant. 
  

F. Miracle of today: how it will play out is beyond our knowledge, 

need prophecy. But certainly a miracle, confirms biblical promises.  
  

1. We must be grateful to God. 

 

2. Also a challenge to world Jewry to live up to God’s 

covenant, and build land. 
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THE LAND OF ISRAEL IN TANAKH #4 

Second Temple Period 
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  י י --דדירמיהו כט:ירמיהו כט:  ..11
בוּ וְנִטְעוּ גַנּוֹּתק  לֹ-אוֹּת א  -ד( כֹּה אָמַר ה' צְב  ) תִים וְש  ל ה: )ה( בְנוּ ב  בֶׁ ם ב  לִַ ר־הִגְל יתִי מִירוּש  ל־הַגּוֹּל ה אֲשֶׁ ל לְכ  א   י יִשְר 

ם תְנוּ לַ  יכֶׁ ת־בְנוֹּת  ם נ שִים וְאֶׁ נוֹּת וּקְחוּ לִבְנ יכֶׁ נִים וּב  לִידוּ ב  ת־פִרְי ן: )ו( קְחוּ נ שִים וְהוֹּ נִים וְאִכְלוּ אֶׁ לַדְנ ה ב  אֲנ שִים וְת 
טוּ: ם וְאַל־תִמְע  נוֹּת וּרְבוּ־ש  ם וּב  תְכֶׁ יתִי אֶׁ ר הִגְל  עִיר אֲשֶׁ ת־שְלוֹּם ה  הּ  )ז( וְדִרְשוּ אֶׁ ל־ה' כִי בִשְלוֹּמ  הּ אֶׁ ה וְהִתְפַלְלוּ בַעֲד  מ  ש 

לוֹּם: ם ש  רִי הַטּוֹּב ...יִהְיֶׁה ל כֶׁ ת־דְב  ם אֶׁ תִי עֲל יכֶׁ ם וַהֲקִמֹּ תְכֶׁ ד אֶׁ פְקֹּ נ ה אֶׁ ל שִבְעִים ש  בֶׁ )י( כִי־כֹּה אָמַר ה' כִי לְפִי מְלֹאת לְב 
ה:  קוֹּם הַזֶׁ ל־הַמ  ם אֶׁ תְכֶׁ שִיב אֶׁ  לְה 

Jeremiah 29:4-10 
4Thus said the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel, to the whole community which I exiled from 

Jerusalem to Babylon: 5Build houses and live in them, plant gardens and eat their fruit. 6Take wives 

and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, 

that they may bear sons and daughters. Multiply there, do not decrease. 7And seek the welfare of the 

city to which I have exiled you and pray to the LORD in its behalf; for in its prosperity you shall 

prosper…10For thus said the LORD: When Babylon’s seventy years are over, I will take note of you, 

and I will fulfill to you My promise of favor—to bring you back to this place.  

  ד ד --אא::עזרא אעזרא א  ..22
ר־קוֹּלוּבִשְנַ )א(  רַס וַיַעֲבֶׁ לֶׁךְ־פ  ש מֶׁ ת־רוּחַ כֹּרֶׁ עִיר ה' אֶׁ רַס לִכְלוֹּת דְבַר־ה' מִפִי יִרְמְי ה ה  לֶׁךְ פ  ש מֶׁ ל־מַלְכוּתוֹּ  ת אַחַת לְכוֹּרֶׁ בְכ 

ץ נ תַן לִי ה' א   אָרֶׁ רַס כֹּל מַמְלְכוֹּת ה  לֶׁךְ פ  ש מֶׁ ב ל אמֹּר: )ב( כֹּה אָמַר כֹּרֶׁ לַי לִבְנוֹּת־לוֹּ י הַש  ק  לֹ-וְגַם־בְמִכְת  קַד ע  יִם וְהוּא־פ  מ 
ל־עַמוֹּ יְהִי א   ם מִכ  כֶׁ ה: )ג( מִי־ב  ר בִיהוּד  ם אֲשֶׁ לִַ ית ה' ק  לֹ-בַיִת בִירוּש  ת־ב  ן אֶׁ ה וְיִבֶׁ ר בִיהוּד  ם אֲשֶׁ לִַ     יו עִמוֹּ וְיַעַל לִירוּש 

א  ק  לֹ-א   ל הוּא ה  א  ם:קלֹ-י יִשְר  ל ִ ר בִירוּש  י מְקֹּמוֹּ   יִם אֲשֶׁ ם יְנַשְאוּהוּ אַנְש  ר־ש  ר הוּא ג  ל־הַמְקֹּמוֹּת אֲשֶׁ ל־הַנִּשְאָר מִכ  )ד( וְכ 
א   ית ה  ה לְב  ב  ה עִם־הַנְּד  מ  ב וּבִרְכוּש וּבִבְה  ה  ף וּבְז  סֶׁ ם:קִ לֹ-בְכֶׁ ל ִ ר בִירוּש   ים אֲשֶׁ

Ezra 1:1-4 
1In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, when the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah was 

fulfilled, the LORD roused the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia to issue a proclamation throughout his 

realm by word of mouth and in writing as follows: 2“Thus said King Cyrus of Persia: The LORD 

God of Heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and has charged me with building Him a 

house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3Anyone of you of all His people—may his God be with him, 

and let him go up to Jerusalem that is in Judah and build the House of the LORD God of Israel, the 

God that is in Jerusalem; 4and all who stay behind, wherever he may be living, let the people of his 

place assist him with silver, gold, goods, and livestock, besides the freewill offering to the House of 

God that is in Jerusalem.”  

 
  סד סד ::עזרא בעזרא ב  ..33

אוֹּת שִשִים: ד אַרְבַע רִבוֹּא אַלְפַיִם שְלֹש־מ  ח  ל כְאֶׁ ה  ל־הַק   כ 
Ezra 2:64 

The sum of the entire community was 42,360. 

 

 

 



7 

 
 

  ז ז טט--הה::זכריה בזכריה ב  ..44
א וְהִנּ ה־אִיש  רֶׁ א  ינַי ו  א ע  ש  אֶׁ ה־)ה( ו  ם לִרְאוֹּת כַמ  לִַ ת־יְרוּש  ד אֶׁ לַי ל מֹּ ר א  ה הֹּל ךְ וַיֹּאמֶׁ מַר אָנ ה אַת  אֹּ ה: )ו( ו  ל מִד  בֶׁ וּבְי דוֹּ חֶׁ

ר א   : )ח( וַיֹּאמֶׁ אתוֹּ א לִקְר  ר יֹּצ  ךְ אַח  א וּמַלְא  ר בִי יֹּצ  ךְ הַדֹּב  הּ: )ז( וְהִנּ ה הַמַלְא  ה אָרְכ  הּ וְכַמ  חְב  ר אֶׁ ר  ו רֻץ דַב  ל־הַנַּעַר הַל ז ל 
בִיב ש ס  הְיֶׁה־ל הּ נְאֻם־ה' חוֹּמַת א  הּ: )ט( וַאֲנִי אֶׁ ה בְתוֹּכ  מ  ם וּבְה  רֹּב אָד  ם מ  לִַ ב יְרוּש  ש  זוֹּת ת  ר פְר  הְיֶׁה  ל אמֹּ בוֹּד אֶׁ וּלְכ 

מַיִם ן נְאֻם־ה' כִי כְאַרְבַע רוּחוֹּת הַש  פוֹּ ץ צ  רֶׁ אֶׁ י וְנסֻוּ מ  הּ: )י( הוֹּי הוֹּ לְטִי  בְתוֹּכ  ן הִמ  י צִיוֹּ ם נְאֻם־ה': )יא( הוֹּ תְכֶׁ רַשְתִי אֶׁ פ 
ל: בֶׁ ת בַת־ב  בֶׁ ם:..יוֹּשֶׁ ל ִ חַר עוֹּד בִירוּש  ש וּב  לְקוֹּ עַל אַדְמַת הַקֹּדֶׁ ה חֶׁ ת־יְהוּד   )טז( וְנ חַל ה' אֶׁ

Zechariah 2:5-16 
5I looked up, and I saw a man holding a measuring line. 6“Where are you going?” I asked. “To measure 

Jerusalem,” he replied, “to see how long and wide it is to be.” 7But the angel who talked with me 

came forward, and another angel came forward to meet him. 8The former said to him, “Run to that 

young man and tell him: “Jerusalem shall be peopled as a city without walls, so many shall be the 

men and cattle it contains. 9And I Myself—declares the LORD—will be a wall of fire all around it, 

and I will be a glory inside it. 10“Away, away! Flee from the land of the north—says the LORD—

though I swept you [there] like the four winds of heaven—declares the LORD.” 11Away, escape, O 

Zion, you who dwell in Fair Babylon!...16The LORD will take Judah to Himself as His portion in the 

Holy Land, and He will choose Jerusalem once more. 
  ט ט ::זכריה גזכריה ג  ..55

הּ נְאֻם ה חַ פִתֻח  ינ יִם הִנְנִי מְפַת  ה ע  ן אַחַת שִבְע  בֶׁ שֻעַ עַל־אֶׁ ר נ תַתִי לִפְנ י יְהוֹּ ן אֲשֶׁ בֶׁ אֶׁ ן -' צְב  כִי הִנּ ה ה  ת־עֲוֹּ אוֹּת וּמַשְתִי אֶׁ
ד: ח  ץ־הַהִיא בְיוֹּם אֶׁ אָרֶׁ  ה 

Zechariah 3:9 

For mark well this stone which I place before Joshua, a single stone with seven eyes. I will execute 

its engraving—declares the LORD of Hosts—and I will remove that country’s guilt in a single day. 

 
  תהלים קלז:ד תהלים קלז:ד   ..66

ר: ת־שִיר־ה' עַל אַדְמַת נ כ  יךְ נ שִיר אֶׁ  א 

Psalms 137:4 

How can we sing a song of the LORD on alien soil?  
    ..ברכות דברכות ד  ..77

זו ביאה  -זו ביאה ראשונה, עד יעבר עם זו קנית  -כדתניא: עד יעבר עמך ה' עד יעבר עם זו קנית; עד יעבר עמך ה' 
יהושע בן נון, שניה; מכאן אמרו חכמים: ראוים היו ישראל ליעשות להם נס בימי עזרא כדרך שנעשה להם בימי 

 אלא שגרם החטא.
Berakhot 4a 

Similarly it has been taught: Till Thy people pass over, O Lord, till the people pass over that Thou 

hast gotten. ‘Till Thy people pass over, O Lord’: this is the first entry [into the Land]. ‘Till the 

people pass over that Thou hast gotten’: this is the second entry. Hence the Sages say: The intention 

was to perform a miracle for Israel in the days of Ezra, even as it was performed for them in the 

days of Joshua bin Nun, but sin caused [the miracle to be withheld]. 
  יומא ט: יומא ט:   ..88

אם חומה היא נבנה עליה טירת כסף ואם דלת היא נצור עליה לוח ארז, אם עשיתם עצמכם כחומה ועליתם כולכם 
 נמשלתם ככסף, שאין רקב שולט בו, עכשיו שעליתם כדלתות נמשלתם כארז שהרקב שולט בו. -בימי עזרא 

 

Yoma 9b 

If she be a wall, we will build upon her a turret of silver; if she be a door, we will enclose her with 

boards of cedar. Had you made yourself like a wall and had all come up in the days of Ezra, you 

would have been compared to silver, which no rottenness can ever affect. Now that you have come 

up like doors, you are like cedarwood, which rottenness prevails over. 
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  ה ה --בב::מלאכי אמלאכי א  ..99
ב:  ת־ יַעֲקֹּ הַב אֶׁ אֹּ ב נְאֻם־ה' ו  ו לְיַעֲקֹּ ש  נוּ הֲלוֹּא־אָח ע  ה אֲהַבְת  ם בַמ  ם אָמַר ה' וַאֲמַרְתֶׁ תְכֶׁ ו )ב( אָהַבְתִי אֶׁ ש  ת־ע  )ג( וְאֶׁ

ה וְ  מ  יו שְמ  ר  ת־ה  שִים אֶׁ א  נ אתִי ו  בוֹּת כֹּה אָמַר ש  דוֹּם רֻשַשְנוּ וְנ שוּב וְנִבְנֶׁה חֳר  אמַר א  ר: )ד( כִי־תֹּ ת־נַחֲל תוֹּ לְתַנּוֹּת מִדְב  אֶׁ
ם תִ -ה' צְב   ינ יכֶׁ עַם ה' עַד־עוֹּל ם: )ה( וְע  ר־ז  ם אֲשֶׁ ע  ה וְה  ם גְּבוּל רִשְע  רְאוּ ל הֶׁ רוֹּס וְק  ה  ה יִבְנוּ וַאֲנִי אֶׁ מ  ינ ה וְאַ אוֹּת ה  ם רְאֶׁ תֶׁ

ל: א  עַל לִגְבוּל יִשְר  אמְרוּ יִגְדַל ה' מ   תֹּ

Malachi 1:2-5 
2I have shown you love, said the LORD. But you ask, “How have You shown us love?” After all—

declares the LORD—Esau is Jacob’s brother; yet I have accepted Jacob 3and have rejected Esau. I 

have made his hills a desolation, his territory a home for beasts of the desert. 4If Edom thinks, 

“Though crushed, we can build the ruins again,” thus said the LORD of Hosts: They may build, but I 

will tear down. And so they shall be known as the region of wickedness, the people damned forever 

of the LORD. 5Your eyes shall behold it, and you shall declare, “Great is the LORD beyond the 

borders of Israel!”  

  ח ח --זז::נחמיה טנחמיה ט  ..1010
א   ה־הוּא ה' ה  ם וְהקִ לֹ-)ז( אַת  חַרְת  בְאַבְר  ר ב  בוֹּ ים אֲשֶׁ ת־לְב  את  אֶׁ צ  ם: )ח( וּמ  ה  אוּר כַשְדִים וְשַמְת  שְמוֹּ אַבְר  אתוֹּ מ  וֹּצ 

רִי וְהַפְרִזִי וְהַיְבוּסִי וְהַגִּ  מֹּ א  ץ הַכְנַעֲנִי הַחִתִי ה  רֶׁ ת־אֶׁ ת אֶׁ רוֹּת עִמוֹּ הַבְרִית ל ת  נֶׁיךָ וְכ  ן לְפ  מ  ת־נֶׁא  ם אֶׁ קֶׁ ת לְזַרְעוֹּ וַת  שִי ל ת  רְגּ 
רֶׁ  ה:דְב  ת   יךָ כִי צַדִיק א 

Nehemiah 9:7-8 
7You are the LORD God, who chose Abram, who brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and 

changed his name to Abraham. 8Finding his heart true to You, You made a covenant with him to 

give the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the 

Girgashite—to give it to his descendants. And You kept Your word, for You are righteous. 

  בראשית יז:ח בראשית יז:ח   ..1111
ם ל אוְנ תַתִי לְךָ וּלְזַרְעֲךָ אַ יִיתִי ל הֶׁ ץ כְנַעַן לַאֲחֻזַת עוֹּל ם וְה  רֶׁ ל־אֶׁ ת כ  יךָ א  ץ מְגֻרֶׁ רֶׁ ת אֶׁ יךָ א    יִם:קלֹ-חֲרֶׁ

Genesis 17:8 

I assign the land you sojourn in to you and your offspring to come, all the land of Canaan, as an 

everlasting holding. I will be their God.”  

  לג לג --לבלב::יקרא כויקרא כווו  ..1212
יִם וַהֲרִ  ה בַגּוֹּ רֶׁ ז  ם א  תְכֶׁ הּ: )לג( וְאֶׁ ם הַיֹּשְבִים ב  יכֶׁ יְב  לֶׁיה  אֹּ מְמוּ ע  ץ וְש  אָרֶׁ ת־ה  תִי אֲנִי אֶׁ ב )לב( וַהֲשִמֹּ רֶׁ ם ח  יכֶׁ תִי אַחֲר  יקֹּ

ה: רְב  ם יִהְיוּ ח  יכֶׁ ר  ה וְע  מ  ם שְמ  ה אַרְצְכֶׁ יְת   וְה 

Leviticus 26:32-33 
32I will make the land desolate, so that your enemies who settle in it shall be appalled by it. 33And 

you I will scatter among the nations, and I will unsheath the sword against you. Your land shall 

become a desolation and your cities a ruin.  

    אאיי--יי::וודברים דברים   ..1313
י ה כִי יְבִיאֲךָ ה' א  ) רִים גְּדֹּלֹת וְטֹּבֹּת קֶׁ לֹ-י( וְה  ת ל ךְ ע  ב ל תֶׁ ק וּלְיַעֲקֹּ ם לְיִצְח  ה  יךָ לְאַבְר  ר נִשְבַע לַאֲבֹּתֶׁ ץ אֲשֶׁ אָרֶׁ ל־ה  יךָ אֶׁ

ר לֹא־ח   ר לֹא־מִל את  וּבֹּרֹּת חֲצוּבִים אֲשֶׁ ל־טוּב אֲשֶׁ תִים מְל אִים כ  : )יא( וּב  נִית  ר לֹא־ב  ר לֹא־אֲשֶׁ יתִים אֲשֶׁ מִים וְז  צַבְת  כְר 
: עְת  ב  עְת  וְאָכַלְת  וְש   נ ט 

Deuteronomy 6:10-11 
10When the LORD your God brings you into the land that He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob, to assign to you—great and flourishing cities that you did not build, 11houses full of all 

good things that you did not fill, hewn cisterns that you did not hew, vineyards and olive groves that 

you did not plant—and you eat your fill. 


