THE LAND OF ISRAEL IN TANAKH #4
Second Temple Period

A Miracle of History

A

Total darkness at Hurban, most Jews thought it was the end of the
God-Israel covenant. Yirmiyahu (29:4-10) and Yehezkel (37:11-
12) lead the way to give prophetic vision beyond despair.

After generations of exile, the nation experienced a shocking turn
of events. Approximately seventy years after its inception, the
seemingly invincible Babylonian Empire suddenly collapsed in
the wake of the Persian onslaught under Cyrus the Great.

Even more remarkably, in 538 Cyrus permitted the Jews to return
to Israel and rebuild the Temple. All of a sudden, the once
seemingly impossible prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel were
being realized before the people’s eyes.

1.  The Book of Ezra opens with a reference to Jeremiah’s
prophecies, celebrating this miracle of history (1:1-4).

2.  Eternal oath/gift of Land to Israel.

Success and Setbacks in the Rebuilding Process

A.

Ezra chapter 2 contains a lengthy list of the people who returned
to Israel. The extensive coverage gives the initial impression that
the Jewish response to Cyrus’ permission to return was
overwhelmingly positive.

Impression diminished by fact that only 42,360 people returned
(Ezra 2:64). Evidently, most Jews chose to remain in exile.

Zech 2:5-9 Third Vision: Wall of Fire Surrounding Jerusalem.



Zechariah’s vision challenged the public perception of the broken
walls of Jerusalem as being necessarily negative (cf. Neh. 1:3;
2:17, herpah). Instead, the breached walls presented an opportunity
to expand the borders of the city through a massive population
increase. Instead of physical walls, God would serve as a wall of
fire to protect His people.

Zech 2:10-17 Prophetic Oracles, if want Jerusalem’s population to
explode, then exiles need to come to Israel!

Zech 2:16 only time Israel is called holy land, wmpn nnTx.

1.

God doesn’t inhere 1n land, holiness emanates from covenant
and bringing God’s presence (like burning bush, Sinali,
Yehoshua at Jericho—holy land because God is there, but
afterwards not). Holy actions also are required to sanctify
land, not defile.

Jerusalem called wmpn vy only in Isa 48:2; 52:1; Dan 9:24;
Neh 11:1, 18.

Relatively late references. Could support idea of npn
making permanent state of holiness.

Perhaps also linked to wmp vyt in Ezra 9:1-3, different from
reference in Isa 6:13 about righteous remnant.

Zechariah 3:9, purification of land from sinners and sin.

1.

After two-step process in chapter 5, land purified. Sinners
and sin removed. Shekhinah can return.

In Torah, no ritual to purify land itself (unlike Mikdash)—
must remove sinners. Now, God Himself purifies land, along
with removing sinners from land.



K.

3. God’s Presence and people can return.

Prophecies are state of potential, require human action for
complete fulfillment.

1. Malbim principle.

Unfortunately, most Jews ignored Zechariah’s call and chose to
remain in exile, and ideal vision never was fulfilled. In the final
analysis, Jerusalem was better off with a wall. Approximately 75
years later, Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem (445 BCE).
The city was so desolate that he decreed that one-tenth of the
Jewish community had to resettle in Jerusalem so that it would
remain a viable city (Neh. 11:1-2).

Within two generations, change from feeling rejected by God
through exile-Hurban (Ps. 137:4) to being comfortable with exile.
Diaspora life, rather than supreme curse of Torah.

1.  Back to discussion of Yaakov at Lavan’s house, nothing
wrong with making a living, but fell short of covenant.

Exile in Tanakh is exclusively a punishment for sin.
1. Kuzari and other medieval writers found benefit to exile,
influencing other people, etc. But that is making the most of

a bad situation, rather than ideal state.

Berakhot 4a, Yoma 9b, Kuzari 11:24: messianic potential lost
because most Jews did not return. Kuzari quotes Zech 2:10.

Anti-despair: Mal 1:2-5, God’s love still manifest in return to land.
Not full redemption, but sign of eternal covenant.

Eternal positive hope: Neh 9:7-8, eternal covenant with Avraham.

Yehudah Elitzur (Yisrael VehaMikra, 2000, 261-279):



Radak, R. Bahya: Even if exile, no other nation will settle there
permanently. Land eternally belongs to Avraham’s descendants,
even when forfeit right to live there because of sins.

1. nvop of today is necessary fulfillment of o5y nynx
(Gen 17:8).

2. Itisup to Jews to live faithfully so that remain in land.

General rule of history: Lands don’t remain desolate when
conquered. They are occupied by others.

1. Lev 26:32-33, 022K 1Oy mnw. Sifra: 11 nmn n
nnyoaw. Bad that destruction and exile, but good that land
remains desolate so that Jews can return.

2. Canaanites succeeded in exploiting natural resources of land
(Num 13:28; Deut 6:11), but never formed nation. Yehoshua
defeated 31 kings, city-states.

3. No nation after Israel could even exploit resources, land
remained totally desolate.

4.  Ramban (on Lev 26:16) saw desolation at end of his life,
understood this as proof of God’s promise that land eternally
belongs to Jews, and God will return them one day.

5. Mark Twain was shocked in 19" century. Never saw any
other land so desolate, abandoned, primitive as Israel.

Another rule of history: all other people when exiled, either
assimilate into dominant culture of host nation, or they are
dominant because they come in large groups and take over culture
of the new land (e.g., British in America, Spanish in Argentina).



1.  Jews didn’t totally assimilate, and always were minority so
could not take over any other land. Never could set up a
lasting state elsewhere.

2. If nobody persecuted Jews, we would have had hundreds of
millions right now. If huge concentration in one land, could
have set up permanent Jewish state.

3. Curse to be scattered and downtrodden in exile (Lev 26) also
Is blessing, will always remain outsiders, small, can return
one day.

Jews and the land of Israel belong to each other, and need each
other. When together, land and people flourish. When separate,
Jews suffer and land lies desolate.

Torah is everywhere, but ideal state is in land, place of fulfillment
of covenant.

Miracle of today: how it will play out is beyond our knowledge,
need prophecy. But certainly a miracle, confirms biblical promises.

1.  We must be grateful to God.

2.  Also a challenge to world Jewry to live up to God’s
covenant, and build land.
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Jeremiah 29:4-10
*Thus said the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel, to the whole community which | exiled from
Jerusalem to Babylon: ®Build houses and live in them, plant gardens and eat their fruit. °Take wives
and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands,
that they may bear sons and daughters. Multiply there, do not decrease. ’And seek the welfare of the
city to which I have exiled you and pray to the LORD in its behalf; for in its prosperity you shall
prosper...2%For thus said the LORD: When Babylon’s seventy years are over, I will take note of you,
and 1 will fulfill to you My promise of favor—to bring you back to this place.
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Ezra1:1-4
LIn the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, when the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah was
fulfilled, the LORD roused the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia to issue a proclamation throughout his
realm by word of mouth and in writing as follows: *‘Thus said King Cyrus of Persia: The LORD
God of Heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and has charged me with building Him a
house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. *Anyone of you of all His people—may his God be with him,
and let him go up to Jerusalem that is in Judah and build the House of the LORD God of Israel, the
God that is in Jerusalem; “and all who stay behind, wherever he may be living, let the people of his
place assist him with silver, gold, goods, and livestock, besides the freewill offering to the House of
God that is in Jerusalem.”
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Ezra 2:64
The sum of the entire community was 42,360.
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Zechariah 2:5-16

5| looked up, and | saw a man holding a measuring line. ®*“Where are you going?”’ I asked. “To measure
Jerusalem,” he replied, “to see how long and wide it is to be.” 'But the angel who talked with me
came forward, and another angel came forward to meet him. 8The former said to him, “Run to that
young man and tell him: “Jerusalem shall be peopled as a city without walls, so many shall be the
men and cattle it contains. °And | Myself—declares the Lorb—will be a wall of fire all around it,
and 1 will be a glory inside it. 1*“Away, away! Flee from the land of the north—says the LORD—
though | swept you [there] like the four winds of heaven—declares the LorD.” tAway, escape, O
Zion, you who dwell in Fair Babylon!...**The Lorb will take Judah to Himself as His portion in the

Holy Land, and He will choose Jerusalem once more.

VAT 5
PYIN NV MIN-2Y /N ON) ANH NN NN DY NYIY NNX 1INDY YYIN) 2397 YHN) YN 1IND NN 22
(TN DY NODDNIND

Zechariah 3:9
For mark well this stone which I place before Joshua, a single stone with seven eyes. | will execute
its engraving—declares the LORD of Hosts—and I will remove that country’s guilt in a single day.
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Psalms 137:4

How can we sing a song of the LORD on alien soil?
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Berakhot 4a

Similarly it has been taught: Till Thy people pass over, O Lord, till the people pass over that Thou
hast gotten. “Till Thy people pass over, O Lord’: this is the first entry [into the Land]. ‘Till the
people pass over that Thou hast gotten’: this is the second entry. Hence the Sages say: The intention
was to perform a miracle for Israel in the days of Ezra, even as it was performed for them in the

days of Joshua bin Nun, but sin caused [the miracle to be withheld].
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Yoma 9b

If she be a wall, we will build upon her a turret of silver; if she be a door, we will enclose her with
boards of cedar. Had you made yourself like a wall and had all come up in the days of Ezra, you
would have been compared to silver, which no rottenness can ever affect. Now that you have come
up like doors, you are like cedarwood, which rottenness prevails over.
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Malachi 1:2-5
2| have shown you love, said the LORD. But you ask, “How have You shown us love?” After all—
declares the LORD—Esau is Jacob’s brother; yet I have accepted Jacob and have rejected Esau. |
have made his hills a desolation, his territory a home for beasts of the desert. *If Edom thinks,
“Though crushed, we can build the ruins again,” thus said the LORD of Hosts: They may build, but |
will tear down. And so they shall be known as the region of wickedness, the people damned forever
of the LORD. ®Your eyes shall behold it, and you shall declare, “Great is the LORD beyond the
borders of Israel!”
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Nehemiah 9:7-8
"You are the LorD God, who chose Abram, who brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and
changed his name to Abraham. 8Finding his heart true to You, You made a covenant with him to
give the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the
Girgashite—to give it to his descendants. And You kept Your word, for You are righteous.
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Genesis 17:8
| assign the land you sojourn in to you and your offspring to come, all the land of Canaan, as an
everlasting holding. I will be their God.”
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Leviticus 26:32-33
32] will make the land desolate, so that your enemies who settle in it shall be appalled by it. **And
you | will scatter among the nations, and | will unsheath the sword against you. Your land shall
become a desolation and your cities a ruin.
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Deuteronomy 6:10-11
%When the LoRD your God brings you into the land that He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, to assign to you—great and flourishing cities that you did not build, *houses full of all
good things that you did not fill, hewn cisterns that you did not hew, vineyards and olive groves that
you did not plant—and you eat your fill.




