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1. Ezra 7:1-6

After these events, during the reign of King Artaxerxes of Persia, Ezra son of
Seraiah son of Azariah son of Hilkiah...son of Abishua son of Pinhas son of
Eleazar son of Aaron the chief priest...that Ezra came up from Babylon, a scribe
expert in the Teaching of Moses which the Lord God of Israel had given, whose
request the king had granted in its entirety, thanks to the benevolence of the Lord
toward him.
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2. Ezra7:11-28
UThe following is the text of the letter which King Artaxerxes gave Ezra the
priest-scribe, a scholar in matters concerning the commandments of the LORD and
His laws to Israel:...25And you, Ezra, by the divine wisdom you possess, appoint
magistrates and judges to judge all the people in the province of Beyond the River
who know the laws of your God, and to teach those who do not know them. 6Let
anyone who does not obey the law of your God and the law of the king be
punished with dispatch, whether by death, corporal punishment, confiscation of
possessions, or imprisonment.”’

2'Blessed is the LORD God of our fathers, who put it into the mind of the king
to glorify the House of the LORD in Jerusalem, 22and who inclined the king and his
counselors and the king’s military officers to be favorably disposed toward me...
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3. Ezra9:9
For bondsmen we are, though even in our bondage God has not forsaken us, but
has disposed the king of Persia favorably toward us, to furnish us with sustenance
and to raise again the House of our God, repairing its ruins and giving us a hold in
Judah and Jerusalem.
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4. Nehemiah 9:36-37

Today we are slaves, and the land that You gave our fathers to enjoy its fruit and
bounty — here we are slaves on it! On account of our sins it yields its abundant
crops to kings whom You have set over us. They rule over our bodies and our
beasts as they please, and we are in great distress.
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5. Leviticus 26:40-42
And they shall confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers, in that they
trespassed against Me, yea, were hostile to Me. When |, in turn, have been hostile
to them and have removed them into the land of their enemies, then at last shall
their obdurate heart humble itself, and they shall atone for their iniquity. Then will
| remember My covenant with Jacob; | will remember also My covenant with
Isaac, and also My covenant with Abraham; and | will remember the land.
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6. Ezra9:1-4

When this was over, the officers approached me, saying, “The people of Israel and
the priests and Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the land
whose abhorrent practices are like those of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the
Amorites. They have taken their daughters as wives for themselves and for their
sons, so that the holy seed has become intermingled with the peoples of the land;
and it is the officers and prefects who have taken the lead in this trespass.” When I
heard this, | rent my garment and robe, I tore hair out of my head and beard, and |
sat desolate. Around me gathered all who were concerned over the words of the



God of Israel because of the returning exiles’ trespass, while I sat desolate until
the evening offering.
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7. Berakhot 4a
The sages say: The intention was to perform a miracle for Israel in the days of
Ezra, even as it was performed for them in the days of Joshua son of Nun, but sin
caused [the miracle to be withheld].
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8. Zohar, Maamar HaMizbe ah, 86, #226

When they left Babylonia, they became defiled there and desecrated the
Temple...by marrying foreign wives.... Israel was worthy of having overt
miracles performed for them when they left [Babylonia], like those of the Exodus
from Egypt. But the sin of foreign wives prevented that from occurring.
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9. Malachi 3:22-24

22Be mindful of the Teaching of My servant Moses, whom | charged at Horeb with laws
and rules for all Israel. Lo, | will send the prophet Elijah to you before the coming of
the awesome, fearful day of the LORD. ?*He shall reconcile parents with children and
children with their parents, so that, when | come, | do not strike the whole land with utter
destruction.
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10. Shabbat 88a

And they stood under the mount: R. Abdimi b. Hama b. Hasa said: This teaches that the
Holy One, Blessed Be He, overturned the mountain upon them like an [inverted] cask,
and said to them, “If you accept the Torah, it is well; if not, there shall be your burial.” R.
Aha b. Jacob observed: This furnishes a strong protest against the Torah. Said Rava, Yet
even so, they re-accepted it in the days of Ahasuerus, for it is written, [the Jews]
confirmed, and took upon them [etc.]: [i.e.,] they confirmed what they had accepted long
before.
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11. Sanhedrin 21b
Rabbi Yosei said: Had Moses not preceded him, Ezra would have been worthy of
receiving the Torah for Israel.
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